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ADVERTISEMENT 
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Thb first edition of this Essay .contained notices of 
such Coins only as were in my possession, with 
one or two exceptions ; it was therefore brief and 
imperfect, as necessarily confined to very limited 
materials. By the kindness of friends, to whose col-' 
lections I have since had access, I have now con- 
siderably enlarged it, and made what appears to me 
to be an exceedingly curious and interesting addition, 
by introducing some of the remains of the Gnostic 
sects, who formed so distinguished and striking a 
feature in the early ages of the Christian church. It 
may be thought that I have given them an im- 
portance to which they are not entitled ; but I am 
disposed to think that the early ecclesiastical writers 
were competent judges of the state of the Christian 
world when they wrote ; and I have not attached 
more consequence to those extraordinary sectarians, 
than I am warranted to do by the writings of their 
contemporaries. 



VUI 

I had stated, as a subject of regret,^ that no one 
had, I Ibelieve, made Christian Coins subservient to- 
the details of the spread and progress of Christianity 
among mankind ; and my attention has since been 
directed more than once to Mr. Taylor's edition of 
Calmet's Dictionary of the Bible. Without at all 
meaning to question the merit of that very learned 
and useful work, or the elucidations the numerous 
Coins there exhibited give to Scriptural allusions 
and biblical interpretations, I presume I had not Its- 
serted too much. There are but two Christian 
Coins, or rather one, of diiFerent sizes among the 
fac-similes there exhibited, and these do not allude 
to any historical event connected with the progress 
of Christianity : the illustrations which the rest affblpd 
are directed to other objects. In the voluminous and 
learned works, indeed, of Bandurius, Du Cange, 
Vaillant, and others, there are scattered notices of 
some events alluded to by the Coins, and these notices. 
I have availed myself of, and acknowledged. 



AN ESSAY 

A 

ON SOME ANCIENT COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS, AS 

ILLUSTRATING THE EARLY PROGRESS 

OF CHRISTIANITY. 



Coins, as coDnected with inscriptions on stone, 
are memorials of historical facts, more certain, 
because more permanent and unalterable, than 
the writings of the historian. There is not now 
in existence a single manuscript that was actu- 
ally written by the hand of any author who 
lived a few hundred years ago, except perhaps 
the mutilated fragments buried in Hercula- 
nenm or the Catacombs of Egypt; but there 
are 'many historical documents in metal and 
marble, which have survived the lapse of more 
tban two thousand years, and are as legible as 
when they were first published. Such docu- 
ments, therefore, when known to be genuine, 
are irresistible evidence which no future histo- 
rian can controvert, because they are not liable 
to the corruptions and uncertainties introduced 
by copyists into manuscripts, which are of 
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necessity transcribed at intervals, as the mate- 
nab on which the writing was originally made, 
fall into decay. The study, therefore, of coins 
and gems, is recommended to our notice by 
many interesting circumstances ; as displaying 
the most unerring and best preserved monu- 
ments of ancient art ; as conveying to us the 
dress and manners of the times to which they 
belong ; as bringing us acquainted with the cha- 
racter and features of the persons they repre- 
sent; but, above all, as illustrating the events 
to which their fabrication alludes, and so be^ 
coming the standard of history, and the testi- 
mony of its truth and falsehood. 

But while great pains have been taken to 
illustrate by their means the historical facts of 
Pagan Greece, and Rome, there are few who 
have thonght it worth their while to make them 
subservient to the more interesting details tat the 
spread and progress of Christianity among man- 
kind, as if that circumstance had so deteriorated 
the arts, that no Coin, Medal, or Gem, wfaicli 
contained any alhision to it was worthy of due 
slightest notice of the collector.* This affected 

* Pinkerton is particularly testy on this sul^ect Coins of 
the Byzantine emperors he calls " utterly barbarous/' and says, 

" that the admission of a coin of that barbarous nation, the Jew, i 

I 
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eontempt ha* enabled me to make a larger 
coflection in the east than I eonld hope to 
obtain had I more competitors^ and from tkh I 
shall select some^ which, with a few others, may 
afford a brief illustration of some historical facts 
in the early ages of Christianity. 

The Coins aUuded to are of difK^^nt metalfr-** 
gold, silTer, and bronze, and of different dimen* 
sions,- and the Gems oi different materials: 
these are noticed in the &c similes. 

In speaking of Coins, the obi^erse means the 
principal face, on which is generally placed the 
head of thfe momirch ; the reverse, the opposite 
fflde, on which is generally some device. The 
whole surface is called the ^eld; letters on the 
fidd gtfe called the inscription ; letters round 
the edge, the kgend. The part divided by a 
line at the bottom is <*alled the exergue :* letters 
in the exergue getieraHy imply th^ place where 
the coin was stamped 5 if several letters fortai a 

b juitly esteemed a dligftAcd to IX <tabi!i«t;*' The only work on 
Coins published in England before his Essay, was an ingenious 
little treatise by the Rev. Dr. Jennings ; he unluckily noticed 
some Jewish and Christian eoiniff, and Pinkerton toys he would 
" pass bim over in silent contempt, as he is taken up wi^ Jewish 
shekels and divinity, as in duty bound to pray !" — ^Pinkerton on 
Medals, vol. L p. 13. 

* f $ tpyov,' out of the work. 
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single character, it is called a monogram : these 
two latter are very obscure and imperfectly 
known. Mediobarbus and others give them an 
interpretation very complex ; I have rather 
adopted the conjectures which are more obvious 
and simple. In speaking of Gems, I have used 
the term facBy or side ; there is sometimes but 
one, and if there be two, there is nothing to 
mark what would distinguish the principal one. 
The first 1 shall mention, as probably the 
earliest in point of time, is of Hebrew origin. 
In the year 1812, a peasant in the county of 
Cork, in Ireland, was digging potatoes, accom- 
panied by his daughter, who picked them up 
as they were thrown above the ground. Among 
them she found, encrusted with clay, what she 
thought to be a large button, and handing it to 
her father, he rubbed the edge on the sleeve 
of his coat, and in a short time it became bright, 
like gold. He now imagined he had gained a 
prize/ and proceeded with it to his landlord, 
Mr. Corlett, a gentleman of Cork, of the Society 
of Friends. He further cleaned it, and found 
it to be an antique medal of singular struc- 
ture and device. On one side was the head of 
our Saviour, and on the other a Hebrew inscrip- 
tion; both, however, considerably injured by 
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time. As the place where the potatoes were 
planted had been the site of a very ancient 
monastery^ coeval with the first introduction of 
Christianity into Ireland, but of which even the 
rains had long since disappeared,* it was imar 
gined; with every probability, >that this medal 
had been brought into Ireland b}' some of the 
reUgious community at a very early period, and 
as such; was an object of great interest. Fac- 
similes, therefore, were taken from it, and sent 
about, and in a short time it excited in no 
slight degree the attention of the learned, and 
various conjectures were made as to its age an4 
origin. About this time a medal of a similar 
kind came into my possession, obtained from a 
Polish Jew, at Rostoc, in Germany; and cm 
comparing it with that found in Ireland, it ap- 
peared to be an exact counterpart, and struck 
from the same die. As it had not suffered the 
same injuries from attrition and erosion, it was 
in a highly perfect state of preservation, and 
the letters, which were much injured in the 
former, and caused some obscurity in the in- 
scription, were in this sharp and distinct as 
when they were struck. But the bust of Christ 

* Many religious edifices in Ireland were destroyed by the 
nanet long before the period of the Refonnation. 
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^Pts singulariy beautiftd : it bad a pensive sab-r 
litnity in its air and cbaracter that exactly ao* 
corded with our ideas of its great prototjr^^ 
as if he liad sat for the picture; anditheexe^ 
oiltioQ denoted it to have been the production 
o£ an era when the arts were in the highest 
^gour. It would appear by the testin»my of 
diiler^t writers, that it was first. mentioned by 
•Theseus Ambronusy^ and after him had beea a 
Object of enquiry by the learned of Europe for 
tftore than two centuries ; that it made its first 
appearance in iRome, wh^i the Venus de Medio! 
and other long4ost prodtictions of ancient art 
were again brought to Ught ; that inferior copies 
of it were muItipUed, with slight variations, but 
%Bai><l^ ^rigindl was not a coin, but a tessera, 
or amulet, struck by the first Jewish converts to 
diristianity, and wotn by them as a pious me* 
morial of their Master ;t and finally, that the 

* The urork of -Theseus Ambrosius is of great rarity and anti- 
quity ;, there is not a copy of it, I believe, in the British MiMeimi. 

f ^lius Lamj^ridius relates that Alexander Severus kept 
the representation of Christ with that of ApoUonius, Abraham, 
Orpheus, and others, on which he makes the following remarls. 
;4^t veiro Paganos ima^nem Chri^ti aliquando conservajsse, difr- 
.cipulos neglexisse, horret animus omnino cogitare multo minus 
credere. ** The mind shudders to think, much less to believe 
that Pagans should preserve a representation of Christ, and his 
disciples neglect it" See Num. ^r. Vet Christ. Bothlrenseus and 
Eusebius mention that they had such pictures or repr^sentatioDS. 
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date wAis indicated by the Hebrew letter aleph 
OIK the obverse, wtiieh then, as well as now, «e* 
p^eseated the nameral I, and indicated that it was 
stFoek in the finst year after the resurrection.* 
The opinioiiis here hazarded have beeo much difr- 
pnted, particularly the supposed date. Nor has 
the uae for which it was struck been less a sub- 
ject .of diffierence* It must have been intended 
either for a circulating coin, a medal to com-* 
memorate an interesting event, a relic to gratify 
pious credulity^ or an amulet, - or charm, to 
protect the wearer against injury or misfor- 
tune. All these opinions are adopted by dif- 
ferent writers ; but whatever might have been 
the origin, there is strong evidence that it was 
generally applied to the fourth purpose, and 
used as an abrasax, in that class of superstitious 
fabrications which were so highly prized in the 
first ages of Christianity. Such was the opinion 
of the Jew from whom it was purchased, who 
had marked it Christian Talisman, and parted 

* Many learned modern Jews, to whom I shewed the medal, 
concurred in this conjecture. Years, on coins of that aera, are 
frequently expressed by Greek and Roman letters, representing 
numerals ; the regular dates on Christian coins were not intro- 
duced for several centuries after. On this subject, however, while 
I quote the opinion of others, my own agrees with the Comment* 
tator of Jobert, " qne la vraie solution de ces .ffinigmes Nnmis- 
matiques n'est pas encore trouvee." — Job, ii. 297. 
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with it as a thing highly valuable to a Christian^ 
but of no importance to a Jew* Under this 
impression, the late learned vice*provost of 
Trinity College, Dublin, gave me the following 
interpretation of the inscription founded upon 
the mysteries of the Cabala. The letters in the 
lines are purposely placed in the following ar- 
rangement and combination, and so differ from 
the correct mode of Hebrew writing : 

1. 2. 3. 4. 7. 8. 28. 62. 

.1. Implied unity or individuality. 

2. 3. lucky and unlucky numbers. 

4. 1st square^ , 

« -. , vdenote space. 

8. 1st cube X ^ 

7. implies week 1 j . ^ 
^ _ ^ vdenotes tttnc. 

53. year J 

28. 2nd perfect number. 

The following then would be the influence of 

I 

the amulet : " to the individual who bears this, 

8 

" in every state of life whether prosperous or 
" adverse, in every part of space, and in every 
'* portion of time, it will prove a perfect security 
" through the Lord Jesus, who, being the Mes- 
" siah, reigns," &c. 

The value annexed to the medal has also 



COINS^ MEDALS, AND GEMS. 9 

beea a subject of mnch contTOversy, some hold- 
ing it in the most extravagant estimation, and 
some rejecting it altogether as unworthy of a 
place in any cabinet. But it appears to me 
that both those opinions are erroneous. There 
is no certain evidence that it has a claim to the 
high antiquity and interesting origin that some 
assign to it ; yet it is, nevertheless^ certain that 
it has a respectable claim to the attention of the 
curious. When literature and science began 
to dawn in Europe after the darkness of the 
middle ages, and the minds of inquisitive 
men were first directed to search for the re- 
mains of ancient art,.this medal was discovered. 
It was seen at Rome by Theseus Ambrosius, 
and described as a great curiosity in the ponti- 
ficate of Julius II. the immediate predecessor 
of Leo X. the reviver of learning in Europe. 
This proves that it existed at that time, and was 
among the objects of ancient art that then en- 
gaged the attention of the learned ; but it does not 
prove that it did not exist long before. Indeed 
the very circumstance of its wanting a nimbus of 
glory round the head, is a presumption amount- 
ing almostto a certainty, that it was not fabricated 
after the 7th century, at which time that symbol 
of sanctity was adopted as a distinctive mark of 

b3 
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-^lored persQii9, and it was couakiered ki^oas 

•to depidt tb^m without it.* The very cuiipus 

;ftild sofUfnee work of Theseus Ambisoeius has been 

fJwt recently found in the library of Trinity 

'<]!pUege^ Dublint where it had remained for.t^o 

jeenturies unknown^ and but for this late and 

•laccidental discovery his evidence ^ould be want-' 

mg itk the enquiry. How many rate works of 

a ^imUat kind and earlier date^ iUuatrative of 

. the subject may yet be discovered^ we cannot 

piesnme to say ; but since his time the medal 

has .been noticed and described by a series of 

writers down to the present day.f Without 

* On this «tbj€ct| Julio Bairtol<ioc|o de CeUinOf in Hb Bib- 
liotb. Mag. Rabbinica, in 1695, thus indignantly expresses him- 
self when noticing this medal, " Cur autem caput Salvatoris diade- 
flttte non ornatur T Hibc injuria Salvatori IllaCa toUeranda aon 
estr'o- " Why is not the head of the Saviour ornamented with a 
diadem ? This insult offered to the Saviour is not to be 
einduifed !*' 

t Among tiiose who have subsequently noticed the iwdtly 
the following authors have given fiic^similes of it in their works, 
with slight variations of the original in the several copies, viz. 
^^atnrus de Antiq. Num. Hebrseorum, 16*05 j Alstedlus Pneeog- 
nita Theologia, 1616; Hottingerus ^ Cippis H^br^ids, 1656; 
Wagenseil Sota, 1672 ; Leusden Philologus, Heb. Mixt. 1696 ; 
Surenhusius Mischna, 1700 ; Rowland Mona Antiqua, 1702. 
One simitiifr to that fo^und at Friars WAlk^ in Coik, Wai^ 'dis- 
covered in Rowland's dme^ at the anaent Cirque of Brifi-gvnnt 
in Wales, and deemed by this learned antiquarian so great a 
curiosity, that he sent it to his friend Luid, the keepet of the 
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myself 4itecidiQg Qn aiay of these conflicting 
opwons> I have •ina:teiy referred to their auiho* 
rities ; bbt I think it not too much to assert^ 
that ivbat has beei:^ thus an object of interest 
and jreseai)0h to the learned men of Europe for 
nearly three hundred years, must be of iio 
small lvalue in the estimation of a ciuious en- 
qtiirer. 

The melal of which it is oomrposed is a sin- 
gular oompositioiD ; it is much paler than brasa, 
does not tarnish by exposure to air, and might 
be mistalcQ^' for. pure giold/ did not its exceed- 
ing levity immediately detect it. Its weight in 
air is 262,76 grains, and its loss in water 31,16, 
giving a specific gravity of 8,45. It has another 
remarkable property which distinguishes it; it 
is very sonorous, and it thus seems identified 
with the xoXxi^ ^»y of the New Testament, 
whieh might have been the object of the 
apostle's allusion, as well because it was light, 
as* because it was " sounding." 

Ashxnole Mussum, at Oxford, as a most valuable acq^uisition to 
the archaeologist. It was unfortunately lost by the way, but he 
has preserved a fac-rimile of it After such testimony I cannot 
^lieBt, to the gv^^toua assoipption of Jobert, ** quoique elle e^t 
pA toe faite par quelque Juif convert! au Christianisme, est ce- 
pendant une de ces medailles, dont lest curieux ne doivent faire 
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In the annexed medal. No. I, the obv^^e re- 
presents the head of our Saviour as described in 
the letter said to be sent, by Lentulus to Tiberius ; 
his hair divided after the manner of the Naza- 
reneSf plain to his ears, and waving on his 
shoulders ; his beard thick, not long but forked, 
the face beautifbl, and the bust fine ; over the 
whole the tunic falls in graceful folds. On the 
obverse is the Hebrew letter M aleph, with the 
word *^Qn the Jewish name of Jesus. On the re- 
verse is this inscription. 

The Messiah has reigned ; he came in peace, 
and being made the light of man he lives. 

THE GNOSTICS. 

At the time that Christianity was promul- 
gated to mankind, the nations under the domi- 
nion of the Romans, that is the larger part of 
the civilized world, were greatly addicted to 
mysterious practices; supposing that tbeie 
existed in nature certain influences which they 
could control and manage by occult signs ex- 
pressed in different ways and on different mate- 
rials, and among the nations most notorious 
for these opinions, were the Jews and the 
Egyptians. As Christianity originated with 



t 
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one/ and many of its earliest profeison were 
found amongst the other, it is not sarpnsing 
that they should have brought with them, and 
engrafted on the new religion, such opinions 
and practices as they had entertained in the 
old. Accordingly we read that very early, the 
apostles themselves found it necessary to guard 
the disciples against such persons, cautioning 
them to avoid ** profane and vain babblings 
and oppositions to w hat is falsely called science ;"* 
and in several passages of the epistle are evident 
allusions to similar errors among the first pro- 
fessors of Christianity, even in the apostolic 
ages. Nor did the evil cease, as the doctrines 
of the gospel expanded themselves beyond the 
local prepossessions of its early converts: a 
number of persons, in succession, for two cen- 
turies afterwards, are recorded as distinguished 
leaders of these wild opinions, which mixed up 
the sacred truths of the gospel with the fantastic 
imaginations of a visionary science, and a vast 
multitude of disciples all over the then known 
world were foimd to adopt them. 

The first person mentioned as a leader of 
these opinions was Simon, a man of Samaria. 
He had addicted himself to occult practices, 

• Tinothy, vi. 20. 
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and hod so beguiled the undeiBtaQdings of die 
people^ that he persuaded them he was some 
extraordinary person, and they all affirmed that 
" 'the man was the great power of God."* He, 
with the rest of the people of Samaria, were 
converted by Philip^s preaching; and havii^ 
become a believer in the Gospel, he was bap*- 
tified ; but his old habits and practices remained 
unchanged. He profferred money to the apos- 
tles to be endued like them with the power of 
tsonferring the Holy Spirit, and was severely re- 
buked for his impiety ; but brought to a sense 
of his base misconceptions of the divine gifts, 
he became penitent, and requested the apostles 
to intercede with God for him. From hence 
he* went to Rome, and continued there dmring 
the time of Nero's persecution, and taught his 
followers that they might indyferendy conform 
to the worship of idols, and so they escarped 
the cruelties perpetrated upon their more con- 
scientious brethren. t It appears that he >bad 
made such a progress in mechanical knowledge, 
that he undertook to fiy in the theatre before 
all the spectators, and aotus^y did support him- 
self in the air, as Amobius says, in a fiery 
chariot, while all the Romans were looking at 

* Acts viii. 9, 34. f Ofigcn oontr. Gels, lib. ▼!• 



him;* but he failed m/th^ taltempt^.aiid was 
•eniftfaied with ihe. fdl, which rthe f atfien aUrihnte 
t» the iQteicesBioD of Fetei and Paiid, .wki& were 
at Rome at the time^ and< wilDefised the expe- 
riment: they pt'ayed that tiie demoias who 
lappcMied him should be made to abandon him, 
and the consequence was that he fell to the 
gronnd.. Manyc^biB opinions and practices 
are recorded, and form a strange and deformed 
picture of the first Sectarian in (Ike Christian 
•church. He bcooght about with him a woman 
named Helena, who he affirmed had animated 
faniMily the body of her who had caused the 
Tio>n war, <md by vwiOus traosmigralioDs 
had passed into her present form ; W said she 
w»9 the fint conception of his mind, and by her 
he had himself created angels and archangels ; 
and that by these angels the world was after^ 
wards formed, a &ncy which continued to be 
•cherished by all his fettowecs under different 
dtnonunatiDns for several succeeding centuries. 
He tano^t in Samaria that he was the Fath^, 
itt ioAaoSL that he was the Sou, and among the 
OentUes that he was the HolySpiritf His 

* Yidenmt enim (Romaiii) cunum Simonis Magi et quacUi- 
gas igneas. Arnob. adT« Oentil. lib. ii* 
t Irmmu, lib. i. c 2S. Bpiphan. Sl. 
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disciples preserved certain rept^sentations of 
him under the form of Jupiter, and of his com- 
panion under that of Minerva, to which they 
annexed great efficacy and sanctity, and were 
perhaps the first of those Christian amulete 
which afterwards became so numerous; and 
certain sayings and opinions of his, called Sinuh 
niani, were the origin of much of that fEdse and 
fantastic science which prevailed to such a 
degree among succeeding sectaries : the prac- 
tices of his followers, as described by Epipha- 
nas, are too foul to particularize. 

Another of those men who bad corrupted 
the purity of the Gospel by the admixture of 
Pagan fancies in the Apostolic ages, was M- 
cholas, one of the seven deacons, a proselyte of 
Antioch.''^ He is supposed to have been the 
founder of the sect of the NicoUtaim, who had 
polluted the church of Asia, particularly that 
of Pergamus, and whom the evangelist reproves. 
The fathers are greatly divided as to the actual 
guilt of Nicholas himself; some affirming that 
his sole offence was hrst putting away his wife, 
a very beautiful woman, and then cohabiting 
with her again. But whatever may have been 
the degree of delinquency in the founders of 

* Actf Tl. 1. 
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the sect; his foQowers who assnmed his name 
were guilty of sach flagitious &cts as to exceed 
in turpitude every other. They held that plea- 
sure was the end and true blessedness of man, 
and that it principally consisted in the promis- 
cuous intercourse of the sexes ; and what appear- 
ed to other Christians a no less heinous offence 
at the time, they indulged their appetites by 
eating, without scruple, of all meats offered to 
idols.- They imagined a number of deities, to 
whom they gave extraordinary sounding names, 
calculated to strike their hearers with awe, such 
as Barbelo, Jaldabaoth, Caulauchauch, an4 
Meitram ;^ and these names are recognized on 
many of the amulets' which have been dug up 
several ages afterwards ; and to increase their 
number, every variety of the sect had a different 
tribe of deities. They did not endareHto»|f%y 
the name of their founder, but have been dis- 
tinguished by different other appellations. 
They were called Phihonites, Stratonici, and 
Levitici, according to the variety and shades of 
opinions which prevailed among them ; but 

* They had adopted this practice from the contenqtorary 
heathens, whom Ludan exposes ^ritpet/juytvf a/ia BapikfiKa ncu 
ii9HfM hofutfa Ktik ir6kuffv\Koi$a ** mingling with their rites, barba- 
rous and senseless words of many syllables." Ludan Neknom.. 
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ibey were all recogniaed by tjbk^eie whd were not 
of their sects, by the coBteii>ptuou8 .itenn of 
P^fi^reu or muddy, a reproaeh datved from 
the tUtih and turpitude of their practices, in 
cd.eI»ratiDg Uieir unhallowed rites. 

Simon and Nicholas were sueeeeded by 
Menander, who lived in the reigne.of Vespasiaii, 
about seventy-five years aftier the birth of Ghnst. 
He was like Simon, a Samaritan, practised the 
$ame arts, and according to Justin Martyr, wa9 
driven by the same demons. He held that bo 
one could be saved unless he was baptized in 
his name ; and that death could not reach any 
one who was so made his disciple. He had 
many followers at Antioch^ who were persuaded 
they would never die.* 

The next person of note who distinguished 
hinppH» as^ a follower of Simon, and a promal<* 
g^itor of similar opimons, was Basilides, who 
ecUpsed, by the singularity of his tehets,^ and this 
^u^cesswith which he spread them, the fame of 
all his predecessors. This man was a native of 
Alexandria, who was particularly distinguisiied 
in the reign of Etadrian, about one hundred and 
twenty years after our Saviour's birth, for the 
profoundness of his mysteries^ and the extra- 

* TertuHian de Anima, p. 50. 



COtNfiy MSDALS, AND OEMS. 19 

tagsmt exbmt to which he carried fclMm.* He 
fiMrmed a new race of angeld, and inveinl«d ap* 
pvopriate and extraordinary names for tbem. 
He enjoined the doctrine of fiUence^ hke Pytha- 
goras, and prescribed it to his di&ei{des for five 
years.f He taught that Gad hakib seai^t bk fisst 
bom into the worM, who was called Christ ; 
that he af>peared as a man, and accomplished 
all virtue, but did not sufier death really as was 
supposed ; for Simon, ftlie Gyrenean, was sub- 
stituted in his place,^ and the Jews in error cru«- 
cified him, while he assumed the form of Simon^ 
and stood by unmjjired, laughing at -their folly, 
and so ascended into Heaven invisible to them 
aU4 He declared^ therefore, that he who be^ 
lieved that Christ was really crucified, was still 
a slave, and under the power of those who made 
the body ; but he who denied it, was free firom 
thiem. His maxim was, '^ Know all, but let none 
-know you ;" and hence his followers never per*- 
&rmed their mysteries openly, or divulged them 
-to the uninitiated. They denied the resuneo- 
•tion of the flesh strenuously, and insisted that 
no promise was made about the salvatioci of the 
body.§ They affirmed that aU sins were not 

« Eiy|tbii» Ecdes. Hist. lib. iv. c. 7. f Ibid. 

X Iieneus, lib. I c. 23. § Tertul. de praes. c 46* 
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forgiven, but only such as were involuntary and 
done in ignorance.'"' The opinion they enter- 
tained of themselves was most extravagant, 
founded on the supposed superiority of their 
knowledge and attainments : they esteemed 
themselves only, and the members of their sect^ 
as men ; and all the rest of the world, including 
all other sects of Christians, as dogs and swine ; 
and it was constantly inculcated by Basilides, 
that his foUowers should hold no communica- 
tion with others, and so not cast their pearls 
before swine.f In order to give greater weight 
and authority to his doctrines, Basilides com- 
posed a Gospel, according to the testimony of 
Origen and Ambrosius, which he inscribed with 
his own name. In several of his discourses he 
affirmed, that it was an indifferent thing whe- 
ther his disciples acknowledged or denied Christ 
before men, or sacrificed to other deities ; and, 
finally, that there was no punishment for of- 
fences committed in this life, but a transmigra- 
tion of souls after death, j: He died at Alexan^ 
dria, in the reign of Hadrian, about the time 
that Barchochebas persecuted the Christians. 
He seems to have been the most extraordinary 

* Clemens Alex. Strom, lib. iv. f Epiphaniuf Hnret. 34. 

X Origen in Math. 
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and notorious of all those who deformed Chris- 
tianitj with their own impurities. He left be- 
hind him a son, named Isidorus, who inhe- 
rited all his father's impious follies. He wrote 
what he called a Treatise on Morality, which 
the fathers represent as a sink of impurity.* 

Basilides was immediately followed by Sa- 
turainus, or Satumellus, a native of Antioch, 
who established there a school to teach his 
opinions. He was a contemporary with St. 
Ignatius wheii bishop of that see, and circu- 
lated his opinions among his flock. He main- 
tained that the world was made by the father, 
with the aid of seven angels, who also made 
man, and that the God of the Jews was one of 
those angels. That the angels formed two races 
of men at that time, the one good, and the 
other wicked; which latter were asristed by 
demons in their evil deeds, and that they mar- 
ried and generated with Satan, and it was these 
demons whom Christ was sent to destroy. That 
he came invisible, and without a body, yet 
seemed a human figure in the eyes of mankind.f 
This sect are not so notorious as their predeces- 
sors or contemporaries for flagitious practices. 
They are not reprobated by St. Ignatius, though 

• Cloaca oxnninm impuritatum. f Irenaeus, 1. i. c 22. 
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tbey lived ^te )i^<4iiie aiad c»ty. Tb^i^oMi^ 
d«red self denial a' 'Virtue^ abstained flrox^ ^^ 
mal food^ and ivoin^ aft appearanese of virUie^^Mi 
moderation sedtu^ed mmf< to adopt <tiieir eiritfft^ 
vagaMtnotionsi 

To Sataraii$c(s sdcceedfed GarpocrBite^y mho^ 
c^pkiions and practices wete so wild aild Ifagiti- 
ouB/thdt a writer detaiKtig them says, hi& mifid 
shudders at the recital as altogether unfit for 
C&rfitian earn, for their portentous and honible 
tuvpitude^''^ He was bom at Alexandria and 
{Use BasSidesy engrafted his Christianity on the 
monstrous follies of Egypt. He too affirmed A^A 
the wcnrld was mad^ not by God, but by an^k. 
He Emitted however, that Chidst was the ,^on 
of Joseph, bom like other men, and distinr 
gcdshed for his probity; but affirmed that be 
himself and his followers resembled l^m ip, all 
tfaiiigs^ and were more pow^ful, inasmuch as 
they had demons .bound and subject to their ar^, 
to perform whatever task tiiey assi^^d theoL 
He applied several texts of scriptiure to an ex'- 
t^HiOitditiaBry puf^pose,. particularly that of St 
Maibew> ^' Agree with thkte adver9iury c|i2iddy, 
whSfit ibou art on the way, leasit he^ddi^^ the^ 

* Ob turpitudinem portentosam nimium et horribiliem. Btron. 
Ec. Hist, toAL 1. 
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to the jodge.''* This he interpreted to medfDi ttt 
injunction^ not to oppose but to comply with aH 
die desiies and passions of our nature. He 
taagbt the transmigratiQn of the soul, and af*- 
finned, that those . who resisted tbdr deshes 
would be punished in passing from one body to 
another; but those who obeyed them, would 
pass immediately beyond the angels to 6od4d:ie 
fatber.i' The practices of the sect were eorre»^ 
pondent to this dogma, if we are to beUeve the 
contemporary and other early writers who de* 
scribe .tbem, particularly Epiphanius; he says, 
'' shall I blush only to tdl what they do not 
Wash to do V'X and accoi?dingly he detaib mi- 
nutdy a series of ceremonies and actkms, so 
aingolarly foul and flagitious, that it requires 
no am;all effort of our belief, to assent W the 
possibility, that any state of the human vMi 
o&aii be so depraved as to devise or adopt 
them. I shall notice but ooe as a specimen, 
and that the least impure and re^voltiiag ;-r* 
they took a foetus, and having pounded it in 
a mortar, and mixed spice with it, the com- 

« 

* Mat. chap. v. verse 25. 
f IientMia lib. k chap. 4. 

X '0|idftf Mix iuvy^t^ )Jyw & Ufw voim oCfx MvyyfrrM \ Eys- 
phaiu HflBKt. 26. 
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panj and their dogs fed on the mass^ calling it 
a paschal feast. 

Carpocrates left a son called Epipheus who 
adopted his father's opinions^ and held particu- 
larlj the tenet, that all women should be alike 
accessible to all men. He seems to have ac- 
quired no small reputation ; for his mother who 
was a Cephaloniote, caused a temple to be 
erected in her native island to her son ; in which 
he was worshipped and had divine honours paid 
to him, as a new deity. His votaries met at the 
ftdl of the moon to offer sacrifices to him, on an 
altar raised for the purpose.* 

In the reign of Antoninus Pius, about the 
year 145 of the Christian aera, lived Valentinus. 
He was a native of Phcebos, a maritime town in 
Egypt, was well skilled in Greek and Roman 
Literature, and became a philosopher of the Pla- 
tonic school. He afterwards embraced Christ- 
ianity, and became a preacher both in the 
Greek and Latin churches. He had hoped to 
obtain a bishopric, which he thought his know- 
ledge and his eloquence entitled him to aspire 
to; but he was disappointed, and hence he 
adopted, and spread new and strange opinions, 
to ensure that celebrity, which as an orthodox 

* Clem. Alex. 1. 3* 
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preacher he could not hope to procure.* He 
brought with him all the fancies of the poets 
and philosophers of the Grecian school, and 
mixed th^m up with the doctrines of his new re- 
ligion, such as he found it in the gospel of St. 
John, which a]one he read and adopted. He 
held that there were thirty Gods, one half of 
which were male and the other female, from 
whose intercourse many were generated. These 
deities he called ^ons, and from them the saviour 
of the world was formed and perfected, with all 
good gifts like the Pandora of Hesiod.i* He 
admitted he was bom of an earthly virgin, but 
affirmed that he derived nothing from her, 
having merely passed directly from God, through 
a mortal body, as through a canal, bringing with 
him from heaven the very flesh in which he was 
clothed ;j: yet he denied the resurrection of that 
same flesb, asserting that another was formed 
for the same purpose, from another substanoe. 
He divided the human race into three classes, 
spiritual, animal, and carnal ; the first was al- 
ready perfect, and to this class he and his dis- 
ciples belonged, and were saved both body and 

* Tertul. Contr. Valent. cap. 3. f Epiph* Hs^res^ 3^ 
I Tertul. Adveri. Val. c. 27« 
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s<^(il. The s0co|id required abstinence, martyr- 
4om9 and other sufferiags from which his fol- 
Ipwere >Yere eicemp^^ to arrive at the first state; 
they then could save their souls which w^re 
married to angels,, but thejr ))odies perished. 
The third class was in a hopeless situation, apd 
qould not by any meritorious exerdpn or good 
wprks emerge fro;p;i it, or obtain salvation for 
th^mseKes. The practices of the Valentinifms 
w:ei?^ conformable to the profe^ions of men who 
held themselves exen^pt from the performs^nce 
of, any. good wprlc. They said they rendered 
%Q e^ch part. of the human; being its prpper 
^t^bpte ; to spirit, spiritual ; to the flesh, fleshly 
tbiog^ii. They therefore indulged in all carnal 
inolin^tipns without restraint, eating idol-pffsi:- 
ings^. and partaking of other feasts of Qeutjle 
W)9rship ; withdrawing wives from their hi^ 
bands, and UviiQg with women as their sisteis, 
tUl. their pregnaocy betrayed the illicit inter- 
pourse, and declaring whs^t was sinful in others, 
was to. them harmless. "Thus," said Irenae.us, 
" they consider us, who fear to offend God.eyen 
in wprd or thought, as idiots, and without 
knowledge ; but themselves, committing every 
odious and irreligious act, they esteem perfect 



COINS; MEDALS; AND GEMS. 37 

and the seedb*. of election.^ * Contrary to the 
universal ixsuage of the early Christian church, 
which was accessible to all, and its ceremonies 
practised in the open day, the Valentinians 
sought to cover their rites with conoealment; 
like the Eleusinian mysteries.; they were per- 
formed in an interior room, in profound silence, 
with many doors and veils interposed between 
them and the public.f Valentinus, like Ba- 
siUdes, composed a gospel, containing circum- 
stances of the infancy of Christ, and collecting 
a number of apochryphal translations, which 
sustained his own opinions. He also, wrote 
epistles- and psalms, with comunentaries, which 
he called '^ wisdom ;" in these, he affirmed that 
he was wiser not only than the Presbyters of 
the church, but than the apostles themselves ; 
for that they mixed up things of the law with 
the words o( Christ ; but' that he alone knew 
the pure unoorrupted and hidden mystery.;]: 

• ^AXXa B^ nfo^^ fXAxrapac xect aOea vpourcorrei' T^fjufv 
fji€v hqk rlv ipc^oy rw ^€ot <lnj\aa-a'QfA(wy x^t t^^Xp^i twdiot/^ 

ifuiu (ntepiAara IxXoyij^.— Iren. L. I. c. 1. 
f Tertul. adv. VaL c. 1. 
X Irenanis, lib. iii. c. 2. Tertul. de prss. c. 49. 
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From the school of Valentinas rose Eir- 
phrates, who founded the sect of the Ophites, 
They held that wisdom was embodied in the 
serpent; that that wisdom was Christ, who 
tempted Eve with the knowledge of good and 
evil ; and that so knowledge was commanicated 
to man. They professed to hold in detestation 
the God of the Jews, who, they said, envied the 
human race. They not only worshipped the 
serpent in the abstract, but for the celebration 
of their rites they nourished a large one ; and 
having erected an altar over its den, they in- 
duced it by the presentation of such things as it 
was fond of, to issue from its cavern, and glide 
over the altar, licking and tasting the food ; 
then rolling itself about the offering of bread, it 
broke it in pieces, and presented with its mouth 
portions of it to the bystanders, who used it as 
elements in the Eucharist ; offered, as they 
afhrmed by Christ, who had assumed the form 
of a serpent for that purpose. They then 
saluted him by kissing his mouth, and he re- 
tired to his concealment. '*' This serpent*worship 
was not confined to sectaries of the Christian 
church. Alexander, a disciple of the school of 
ApoUonius Tyanaeus, about the same period, ex- 

* Au^stin de Heeres. Epiphanius Heres. 37. 
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posed a serpent for public adoration ; affirming 
that he was the soul of Esculapius, who, by the 
prophecies of the Sjbilline books, was again to 
appear in Bythinia. His fame and profit were 
immense in several countries of the east.* It 
was thus that Pagan, and Christian, labouring 
under the same aberrations of the human mind, 
adopted the same impious extravagancies, and 
the purity of the Gospel was mixed up and 
polluted by the most debasing Gentile practices. 
That nothing might be wanting in this early 
age to complete the dismal picture of the folly 
and depravity of the human mind, and perverse 
abuse of the sacred Scriptures ; there were at 
this time many sects who adopted for their ap- 
pellations the names of persons mentioned in 
the Bible, some of whom were only notorious 
for their wickedness, and some for the extrava- 
gant follies they furnished those men with a 
pretext for practising* Prodicus, of the family 
of Carpocrates, founded the sect of the Adain- 
ites. Their churches are represented as brothels, 
where they resorted naked. They affirmed that 
they thus restored man to his primitive inno- 

* Lucian, noticing tliis sect, says, that the impious, the 
Christian, and the Epicursean, were excladed from its mysteries. 
Lucian pseudomant. 
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cence and simplicity^ and that when they assem- 
bled together^ they should meet in the same 
state as Adam and Eve in Paradise. They 
held, as doctrine^ that the four elements were 
.gods^ and next in power to the sun and moon. 
Another sect^ called themselves Gainites^ from 
their veneration for the character of Cain. 
They asserted that he was the offspring of a 
more powerful efficacy, and therefore subdued 
Abel, who was derived from a more weak and 
feeble origin. Others took the name of Judas 
Iscariot, and professed to hold his character in 
the highest respect. They alleged that Christ 
wished to subvert the truth, and it was there- 
fore that he was given up by Judas to eondiga 
puni&hitient.f Lastly, a sect of Sodomites was 
established on the same authority, who respected 
the opinions, and adopted the practises- of those 
scriptural persons. Indeed it ^ould appear, 
that to invert the ordinary notions of right and 
wrong, and bO allow a latitude to the most de- 
pk'aved inclinations, was the end of those secta- 
rians ; and to invent any thing that would con- 
found the received opinions of good and evil, 
and pollute the sacred source from whence they 

* Epiphanius Hsres. 52. Tertul. de Pres* c. 47. 
t Ibid. 
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were derived, ttsas sufficient to establish a new 
sectj howeVei impious in profession^ or flagitious 
in practice. The opinions and actions of all 
those sectarians are so abhorrent from the gene-* 
ral reason and feelitig of mankind, that we 
should be inclined to doubt all the accounts of 
them, were they not handed down to us by 
contemporaries, of unimpeachable veracity; who 
had anriple means of information ; who are above 
the suspicion of intending to deceive others ; and 
who could not be deceived themselves. They 
were eye-witnesses, and ear witnesses, and there* 
fore tliey only detail what they themselves saw 
and heard.* 

It would not accord with the design, or 
intended extent of ithis essay, to enter into more 
minute details of the shades of opinion which 
marked the vJEiiieties of these sects, or to enu- 
merate all the persons who promulgated them:. 
Besides those already mentioned, Chcerinthus^ 

* Epiphanitts acknowledges himself to have been a Gnostic 
in early life, seduced, as he says with great candour and sifu- 
plicity, by some women. Tavnj ya^ tti aip€<r€i xa» avrof 
V€pfCTi^»y* yweuyu^ aHporurri toX/atj Y.arcurva(rat fifMt^ 
|y Ti; y€q, v^fMoy 17X1X/9& opexBeiaai eiciyfifovy* Lib. I. torn 2* 
c. 17. Jortin accuses Epiphanius of a propensity to scandal; 
bat it is not to be believed that he would misrepresent wilfully 
what he had tBus the means himielfoi seeing and bearing. 
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CerdoD, Marcian, aad others, were famous, and 
the instruments, particularly the latter, of. ex- 
tending those extravagant opinions from Asia, 
and Afnca, into Europe. Italy, and the western 
parts of the empire, had hitherto been infested 
with few heretical doctrines ; it was in the east 
only, the pregnant parent of every monstrous 
and absurd imagination, they originated } and 
to the congenial minds of the people they were 
confined ; but in the year 167, in the reign of 
Marcus Aurelius, certain of these sectaries^ 
availing themselves of the pretext of persecu-^ 
tions then carried on, came from Pontus, 
Egypt, and the eastern provinces, and obtruded 
themselves among the Christians at Rome. 
With these came Marcian Ponticus, and Cer-^ 
doo. They were powerfully assisted by a woman 
named Marcellina, who, by her influence and 
artifice, spread abroad the opinions of the sect, 
and gained so many proselytes, that they no 
longer covered their mysteries with a veil, but 
openly professed and taught their doctrines.'*'^ 
St. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who happened 
at this time to be at Rome, recognised-^aer- 
sonally these men, and exposed their flagitious 

* Necdum ■eoretum fiwdaus sob oorde redusum 
Fassim vidgo loquentes. Tertui. Ub. iiu 
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practices, with which he was well acquainted.** 
By his exhortation and reproof, many were 
{"eclaiDEied from the errors they inculcated, and 
«ven the leaders themselves requested to be 
Admitted again into the church, from whence 
they had been excommunicated. Notwith- 
standing this temporary semblance of contrition, 
they still continued to maintain and propagate 
their doctrines, and were unfortunately so suc- 
cessful, that multitudes of the orthodox eccle- 
^siastics themselves were infected ; and the Gen- 
tiles made no distinction between those who 
had embraced them, and those who had not ; 
but included the whole Christian community in 
the censure, and reprobation which justly attach- 
ed to these sectarians, who had now expanded 
themselves beyond the provincial limits to which 
they were at first confined ; and mingled with, 
and tainted every Christian community where- 
ever the Gospel had extended itself. 

Whatever were the shades of difference by 
which they were distinguished from each other, 
as taught by a particular leader, there were 
certain general dogmata in which all the sects 
seemed to agree : they looked upon all other 
Christians, who interpreted the Scriptures in their 

* Busebius from Irenaeus, lib. iv. c 13. 

c3 
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plain and obvious sense^ as simple^ aud weak ; 
and affirmed, that they alone were capaUe df 
comprehending the trae and occult meaning. 
Hence they denominated themselves, exckb- 
sively, Gnostics, as being the only Christians 
who had attained to true knowledge.* They 
generally founded their interpretation of Scrip- 
ture on the opinions of Plato and Pythagoras, 
distorted by Egyptian and Asiatic fancies. They 
imagined that the- rational soul was imprisoned 
in corrupt matter, contrary to the Supreme will : 
they expected from the general impressions 
left by the prophetic writings of the east^ and 
from the supposed necessity of the circumstance, 
that God would send some person into the 
world to liberate- the soul from this bondage, 
and -instruct mankind more fully in the know- 
ledge of his dealing with human nature, and 
that Christ was that person : that when he 
came he did deliver mankind from the power 
of evil genii, or spirits, to which the world was 
subject, as well as the soul from the dominion 
of corrupt matter ; and they interpreted all the 
parts of Scripture, so as to accord with these 
notions. They hated the Jews and the books 
of Moses, because they opposed their . favourite 

* A yvvafftf, scientia, knowledge. Irensus. Hsres. c. 24, 
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opioioii 4liat the world was made by inferior 
angek. They taught that all evil resolved iteelf 
into matter ; they therefore treated the body 
with contempt, and denied its resurrection or 
reunion with the soul after its separation. They 
ifiscouraged marriage, as a connexion of minds 
polluted by carnal feelings ; and they partook 
of sensual pleasures, with the grossest and most 
unrestrained indulgence, because they divested' 
it of all sentiment or mental association. But 
their most remarkable tenet was that malevolent* 
spirits mled the world, presided over all nature^ 
and caused diseases and human sufferings ; but 
that by knowledge and science, these spirits 
coald be controlled, their power suspended, 
and even their malevolence rendered subser-^. 
vient to the use and service of man. This- 
science they thought they had themselves ex- 
dnsively attained, and that it principally conr 
sisted in the efficacy of numbers, and certain' 
mysterious hieroglyphics adopted from the^ 
Egyptians. Hence they made systems of imn. 
nadsy triads, and decads ; and formed figures of 
Anubis, Serapis, and other idols. This com- 
position of certain abstruse words and myste* 
nous figures, was engraved on gems and stones 
of different kinds and qualities; and they, af- 
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firmed tbat whoever bore one of these on hi^ 
person^ was secured by it from the particular 
evil it was made to guard against. These 
images and figures. of different materials are 
mentioned by Irenseus, and^some of the myste^ 
rious words engraven on them are described 
and explained by contemporary historiansi''^ 
They were called Amulets from their supposed 
efficacy in allaying evil.t Amulets^ against 
disease^ were formed of materials, having an 
imaginary connection with the dis^temper; 
red against all morbid afieetions of a fiery or 
febrile character, chrystal or glass against those 
that were watery or dropsical> and so of others. 
The immense number and variety of these Ta- 
lismans that have been, and are still found in 
many places very remote from each other, at 
once attest the accuracy of the ecclesiastioal 
hist(»ians who have described these sects and 
their opinions, and the great encooragement 
and reception those opinions pet with in diff*^. 
rent parts of the world. They are found not 

* Irenaeus, Hsres. c 24. Hieron. c. iii. 1. 

t Amuletum quod malum amolitur. Some derive it from: 
amula, a small vessel of lustral water, carried about by the 
Romans. It is a term used by Pliny ; and the practice of many 
such things was universal, not only among the Greeks and 
Romans, but the Egyptians and Orientals. 
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only ia the east inhere travellers procure them 
withoat much difficulty ; but in the Mrest they 
are contiQually dug up on the banks of the 
Rhine and Garonne, and in different parts of 
Spain, Italy, and other western counties, where 
Marcian and the founders and followers of the 
Gnostic sects, distributed them; proving, as 
Montfaucon Justly observes, that no super* 
stition was more widely spread or universaHy 
adopted, and affording a hope that by their 
means the more secret mysteries of those sec* 
tarians may be elucidated. ''^ 

To appreciate duly the extent of this sect 
and their perverse fcicundity of invention, it 
will be only necessary to mention that Mont* 
faucon alone has given three hundred fac* 
similes of gems, with different devices and in- 
scriptions* Those that I propose to exhibit are 
not to be found either in Montfaucon, or 
Kircher, or any other writer whom I have con- 
sulted ; though many have that resemUance 

* Nulla unquaiD supentitio latius xnanaTiti ut ex ingenti 
Qumero lapillorum hujusmodi, qui quotidie eruuntur, arguere 
licet. H»c superstitio late penragata est per Gallias, Hispaniamy 
H^am, csterasque Europe regionet. Tot tantaque hcgngmodti 
indies ex tenebris eruuntur, ut sperandum sit fore ut eorum ad- 
nunicuBs Hsereticoirum veterum secretiora mysteria revelentur^— 
Montfaucon, Supplem. torn. ii. ant. explan. 
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VFhich at once establbhes their similar origin. It 
is to be presumed^ therefore, that they are new 
discoveries, and now, for the first time, pub- 
lished. Many that are equally curious I have, 
with reluctance, rejected, not being able to 
ascertain that they belonged to the Gnostic 
heretics; though the singular combination of 
emblematic devices indicated that they were 
the invention, of some other sect equally myste- 
rious and extraordinary. 

In order that a clear view may be had of 
the subject, 1 shall endeavour to accompany 
each fac-simile with a reference of its device 
to the practices and opinions of the sect to 
which it is supposed to belong : I regret that, 
notwitl^tanding the anticipation of Mont- 
fauoon, so much yet remains to be explained. 
I. have hardly presumed on any conjecture 
myself, where it has not been founded upon 
the already published opinions of learned men ; 
where they are silent, or have decl€U'ed their 
inability to elucidate an inscription or an- em- 
blem, I have scarcely ventured to attempt it. 

The first Gem here exhibited is in the col- 
lection of Viscount Strangford. It is a beau- 
tiful chrysophrase, and the execution of the 
sculpture superior to that found on most others. 
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which is, in general, very rude, indicating a 
^at decUne of the arts, or great ine2cpert«- 
ness in the particular artist. It is of an oval 
form, convex on both sides, and both the sur- 
face of the stone and the impressious of the 
sculpture, highly polished. — No. 2. 

On one side is represented a right line 
ciossed by three curved ones, a figure very 
common on Gnostic gen^s, but its meanipg has 
not been ascertained. This is surrounded by 
the legend abpacaB lA^ii; words also of very com- 
mon use, and which are to be found either by 
themselves, or accompanied by every variety of 
figure, but most particularly from those that 
have rays issuing from the head. The word 
Abrasax, sometimes spelled Abraxas, with a 
slight tr»:isposition of the letters, was the great 
mystery of the Gnostics, and has been noticed 
and expounded by most of the contemporary 
Christian writers. Without quoting the parti- 
cular passages from each, I shall give the sub- 
stance of what tliey have all said op the subject. 
The supreme deity and omnipotent gpd of the 
Gnostics was the Abrasax, which contained 
within it the mystic number, 365. He it was 
that created the Nfi^C or intellectual mind, from 
whence proceeded the LOroc or word : from 
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the word emanated providerice ; from provi- 
dence, virtue and wisdom ; and from these 
principalities, powers and angels, who finally 
created the 365 heavens. The least of all these 
was the Jehovah, or God of the Jews, the deity 
of the law and the prophets, whom they reject 
as a supreme divinity, but admit as a creating 
angel. Abrasax was the same as Meithras, the 
sun of the Gentiles ; both their names in Greek 
characters, representing the same number 365, 
the annual solar circle, and the deity of the 
sun himself. The mysteries of Meithras were 
accompanied by Christian ceremonies. The 
novice was initiated by the rice of baptism, 
pouring water and making a sign on the fore- 
head, and so it was considered an ablution 
which purified and cleansed from sin ; he then 
partook of the eucharist of bread and wine.** 
They adored Christ under the form of the sun, 
which Meithras signifies and considered, that 
the visible material luminary was himself. The 
identity of Abrasax and Meithras is evinced in 
the following table : — 



* Irenaeus, lib. i. c. 24. Tertul* de PrsBcr. Hieron. Com. in 
Amos. August, voL viii. p. 6. Justin Martyr, Apol. pro. Chrisi. 2. 
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The word IAA;, in a variety of modificationK, 
is also found on most of the gems of the 
Gnostics ; and next to Abrasax, seems to have 
been the most portentous and mysterious. It is 
generally supposed to be a corruption of the 
tetragrammaton mn*, or Jehovah, that name of 
four letters to which the Jews attached so awful 
an importance, and in which Christians have 
discerned the elements of the trinity. I shall 
venture, however, to suggest another meaning. 
Irenaeus gives the following form of initiation 
bto the mysteries of the sect : — " Some," said 
he, '* express their redemption, and introduce 
the secret name which Jesus of Nazareth as- 
Burned, in this manner, ' Messia ouraphen na- 
mempsaiman €baldaian motomedaea akphraina 
pfiaioua Jesou Nazaria,' the interpretation of 
which is, ^ I do not separate the spirit, the heart, 
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the super-celestial and compassionate power. I 
will enjoy thy name, Saviour of truth/ When 
the initiators have thus spoken, the initiated re- 
plies, ' I have been confirmed, and I redwm my 
soul from thi^ ^on, and from all that sha^pro- 
ceed from it in the name of lAd;.' "* Here seems 
a strong affirmation of, and allusion to the name, 
by whicli the divine character of Christ was 
expressed ; as if the kw was intended to be the 
alpha and omega of the Revelations, and the 
characters iaa' stood for Jes<us the " Redeemer, 
the first and the last." An interpretation so or^ 
tbodox, some of the early father^, or the later 
ecclesiastical writers who represent these secta* 
riaxis, and justly, perhaps, in such odious colourSj 
would not be disposed to admit ; yet I see no 
reason why they might not on this occasion as 

* I Bubjoin the original of this carious passage : aXXoi $6 
vc^XiV T^v XvT^fibcr.v eirtXeyovo'iv ovro^^, tI ovof/M ro oiroK£ic- 
pf/tjtAcW epeBtfcraro *Uvovq Ha^apevci ovi^fAX to- tiJ< %ara9^ 
reureSq* fjxa-a-ia ovpatftcv vaiA€fx\(fxiU€v yfCf^aiay /iaoto fA^aia 
oauppatVQ'i yf/ouovcc l-^cov "Sa^apeA' xai tqvtSv 8e epf/v^iei 
€<m Tavrri ov hiaipu ro icvivfAa^ rt^ yiaphav, ytou r^y virep 
ovpayioy hvvafjuv ttjv ot'KTtpfMya' ovouia^v toS ovouaroq trov 
tratr^p aX^deTa^. Ka/ ravTa fjt,4v citiXeyova-iy tt avroi tcXoSv- 
Tf^* o^€ TereXetr/Af j/05 airoKpivcTUt, 'E^/wy/xa* xa/ KeXvrpS 
fAAi rr/y ^x^^ f^ ^"^^ '^^^ audvoq Toc;rov xa/ vayray iSy 
voif &VTW tv Tfi woytArt tou I Am. — Ireo. lib. II; c. 13. 
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they did on others, mix up some truth with 
much falsehood. The interpretation is couur 
tenanced by the circumstance, that the first 
Christian Byzantine emperors, a Uttle after, placed 
the AU) on their coins, in characters exacdy 
formed after the letters of the gems, and in the 
same sense as I have ventured to give them. 

In a gem given by Kircher, with the similar 
figure of a serpent accompanying the legend, is 
the word xnOtmicpi, which he affirms is a name 
for Christ, indicating it by the same equivaleni; 
characters in numbeA^ as ABPACAB indicated 
God.* 
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The recognition of the Saviour by numeral 
transposition is another presumption that it was 

* Kircher, Magia. Hieroglyph, torn. ii. cap. vii. class, xti. 
p. 469. 
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done so bv less occult characters ; and the as- 
similation of these sectarians in some instances 
to the pure spirit of Christianity, might have 
been among the principal causes, why the whole 
of the Christian church was at this time iden- 
tified with them, and suffered the obloquy at- 
tached to their character, and the punishment 
d»e to their offences. 

On the other face of this gem is represented 
a serpent, coiled into a knot, surmounted with 
a lion^s head and mane, having rays issuing 
iioDi the head. Hie i^rpent was universally 
adopted, not only by the Greek and Roman, 
but by the oriental and Egyptian Gentiles. By 
the first it was consecrated to Esculapius, who 
was worshipped at Epidaurus under that form ;* 
and on sundry coins and sculptured remains, 
the serpent is seen twining round a staff, with 
a legend SOTHP, or the Savioiu- ; by the latter 
it was one of the numerous emblems to repre- 
sent the sun, and it was called ATAeOAAlMQN, 
or the good genius. iBlius Lampridius, in 
speaking of the Emperor Heliogabalus, says, 
that ^^ he kept at Rome serpents, that were 
called their good demons by the Egyptians/'f 

* Pliny, lib. xxix. c. 4. Fauaaniiu, lib. 2. c. 28. 
t Egyptios Dracones Roms habuit quos illi Agathodaemones 
vocant. 
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Hence this teptile.was adopted by the Gnostics : 
one of their sects is known to have worshipped 
it, and to have been caUed Ophites from the 
name of their deity, as we have already seen ; 
and it ia to be found in every form and modi-* 
fication on their gems, either by itself, or at^ 
tached to other bodies; and the members of 
other bodies frequently attached to it. Here 
we see the head of a lion. The lion was the 
embletn of the tribe of Judah, conferred upoa 
him by his father, and indicated that strength 
and superiority which Jacob had predicted 
should be attached to it."^ The Jews also in 
the superstitious Cabala found many reasons 
why Adam imposed the name nnie, arieh, on 
that animal, which resolves itself into a number 
of terrific properties which characterize it,t 
The Gnostics adopted it therefore as a mystic 
emblem, and represented under its form Christ, 
the rays issuing from its head indicating his 
divinity. Thus,, then, in this first gem, appear 
to be combined the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity, mixed up and confounded with the 
absurd and extravagant fictions of heathen su- 
perstition. 

* Gen. ctip. xl. iz. ver. 8, 9. 

t Kiicher, (Edip. Egypt, torn. ii. class, ii. cap. 2, p. 57. 
iEULanp. 
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The indentifiGatioQ of Christ with the ser- 
pent seems to be evident from the gem which 
follows. The Ophites were known to maintain, 
that the person of one was embodied in that of 
the other; and they even preferred the ser- 
pentine form^ becaosey as they asserted, he- had 
the knowledge of good and evil.** That it was 
in virtue of this prerogative, Moses set np the 
brazen serpent, in order that all who looked on 
it might recover their health; and that Christ 
merely imitated this power, when be said that 
as Moses lifted up the serpent, so shonld the 
son of man be exalted. The sculpture on the 
gem seems to represent this. On one face are 
serpents twining round posts fixed in the ground, 
intimating the brazen one erected by Moses ; 
between them is a cup of health or salvation, 
out of which they are stretching to drink, ac- 
companied by two stars, usual emblems of 
divinity on the coins of that period : behind are 
serpents in the form of bows. On the other 
face are two large serpents at each .end; inclu- 
ding between them two naked figures on- horse- 
back, having crowns ; one trampling on a dead 
body, and the other beside one, apparently ex- 
postulating with him : between is the figure of a 

• Theodoret. Haeres. Fab. lib. i. Tcrtul. de pr»8 cap. 47. 
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man on his knees, and behind are guards ; above 
are emblems of the sun and moon, accooipanied 
by stars. The allusion of all this to the sanative 
effects of the serpe^nt raised in the wilderness ; 
death and the other figure on horseback, the 
crown, the bow, the dead, the sun, moon, and 
falling stars mentioned in Exodus and Revela- 
tion,* are so striking as not to be mistaken ; 
while the dog, the beetle, the ibis, and other 
Egyptian emblems, affoid a curious disj^ay of 
that mysterious mixture of Christianity and 
Heathenism in which those sectarians delighted. 
In the gem which follows is also the figure of a 
serpent having the legend U^ CABA6^ for sa- 
baoth, round it ; and on the other face the 
word MOTCH, for Moses, which confirms the 
allusion of the former. f — No. 3. 4. 

Sometimes the serpent was placed by itseUy 
unaccompanied by any other embleinaitical 
figure. It is then generally represented, either 
as a circle, or an ellipse, holding its tail in its 
mouth. This appears to have been the c(»nmoii 
emblem of eternity, as having no end ; and also 



* NumberSi ch. zxi. Rev. ch. tL 

f. Montfaucon, Antiq. Expli. torn. ii. part ii. plate clvi. 
These Gems alone I have borrowed from Montfaucon to illustrate 
the former. 
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the Egyptian representation of the solar cirde^ 
the year revolving into itself. The one here 
exhibited is in the collection of Viscount Strang- 
ford ; it is made of an agate, of the size repre* 
sented in the fac*sjimiley and unusually large. 
On one face is a serpent, forming a ring, and 
containing inside it a long inscription surrounded 
by mysterious characters. The inscription con* 
ma entirely of vowels, -among which the word 
lA^; appears in various transpositions. On the 
other face are similar strange characters, of a 
very occult and barbarous appearance, surround- 
ing also an inscription of vowels, involved and 
mixed together ; the whole encircled, not by a 
serpent, but by a ring of letters. This gem is 
remarkably and satisfactorily illustrated by a 
passage of Irenaeus. The vowels were held in 
high estimation by the Gnostics ; their number 
seven they imagined had the powers of the seven 
virtues in animating the world, and was the soul 
of all we see, and represented the seven celestial 
abodes. The first heaven emits the sound of A, 
the next of E, the third of H, the fourth and 
midst of the seven heavens enunciated the letter 
I, the fifth O, the sixth T, and the seventh and 
fourth from the centre proclaims the letter O. 
But when these powers are involved and mixed 
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together, they res(mnd and glorify him by whom 
they were projected'^ and- the glory of the 
soand is sent to the original father, and then 
borne to the earth to become that which moulds 
and produces every thing upon it." It should 
appear from this strange and mystic passage, 
that an amulet so constructed with the- seven 
vowels mingled together, had a mysterious 
power of extraordinary efficacy. There is none 
of this structure at all noticed either in Kircher 
or Montfaucon.4-No. 6. . . v 

The next class is that where the serpent 
forms a part of some other figure. The fac-^ 
simile here given represents it as forming the 
legs of a human body, surmounted with a cook^s 
head* The gem from which it is copied, is a 
Uood-stone in the collection of Viscount Strang 
ford, who has others of the same kind ; and indeed 
it so frequently occurs as a Gnostic emblem, that 
it seems to have been considered as a represen* 
tation of the. God of the Christians, and as we 
shall see was placed on the coins of the Roman 
empeiors as the image of Christianity. The 

cock in Greek and Roman mythology was the 

> 

iDC^ft xflu ^a^wfftv fxii»«y u^* oS frp9i€k7i$i^tra», x. r* «. — Iren. 
lib. i. cap. z. seet. z. 

D 
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Inrd sacred to the son and moon, and this QpiDion 
wa^ introduced by Pythagpras who had studio 
for twenty yesas in £gy pt, and learned the 
mysteries of the priests. In the fourteenth sym*- 
bol his directs that the cock shoold be nouiisbed^ 
not sacrificed, for it was sacred to :the sun and 
moon. The vigilance and announcement of 
the approach of the sun by this bird, intimated 
a connectiouy and the comb and giUs suggested 
a fanciful resemblance of rays issuing fiom the 
head. In one hand he hokk a. scourge as 
urging on the steeds, and in the other a 4iield 
as representing the disk. The cock was also de- 
dicated to Mais, and in some Gems the head 
is surmounted by that warrior issuing from it, 
indicating that he was the deity intended. These 
figures are accompanied by a variety of legends, 
sometimes the names of the seven angels who 
were supposed to have.cisBated the^ wqrld, and 
sometimes lAA^AHA, which is . interpreted ** the 
angel of the Lord.". ' In the Gem here exhibited 
the mystic word IA^it^ is seen .betweien the serpent- 
like feet. Oh the bppo^te face are the seven 
vowels, forming the elements of a figure which 
obtained great celebrity for its supposed efficacy. 
By dropping a letter in each succeeding word, 
at very repetition of the vowels, an equilateral 
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triangle or cone is formed^ to which they m-f 
aexed potent medical, virtues This secret the 
Gnosticft wrapped up in the letters of their irir 
scription; bat Quintus Serenas SamonicuSy a 
learned physician of the sdhoul of Basilides, was 
more explictt."^ He constructed from it his^e* 
bcated Amtiiet of Abracadahra against Tertite 
Ague, and gives directions for forming it by 
abstracting a letter irqm every line, . . 

Donee in augustom redigatur liien connm. 

The elements of this abracadabra I have 
only met on the Gem here given, nor is it to be 
found in Montfaucon, Kircher, or any other 
writer whom I have consulted, — No. S.f 

AF. HIOYW ABPACADABPA 
£HIOYW BP.ACADABPA 

HIOYW PACADABPA 

I Y W AC AD AB P A 

O Y W • C A DA B P A 

Y W A DAB PA 

W D A B P A 

AB P A 

B P A 

P A 

A 

A second figure of this kind, also in the col- 

* Serasus Samonicus Irred in the reign of Gordian, and was 
tutor to GardSan Junior. He waa kiUed along with many othert 
in a bath. He has left niadiy direetiona in using these Gems, 
t By an overnght of the engmvar theie «ni two snttdbera 5. 
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lection of Viscount Strangford, is here exhibited ; 
it is sculptured on a blood stone. Instead of 
a shield it holds in its left hand a serpent, and 
instead of the lA^ between the feet, theiie is sus- 
pended a triangle and a circle, in each of which 
many mystic allusions were enclosed. By the 
triangle, in general, the triple emanation of the 
Deity was indicated; by the equilateral his 
process through the corporeal world ; by the 
Isoceles through the starry ; and by the Sca- 
lenum with unequal sides, the various elemen* 
tary mutations. By the circle was expressed 
the simple undivided nature of God, in which 
all things were included and identified ; and it 
was held a most sacred emblem for its various 
extraordinary properties, both by Greeks and 
Egyptians, and hence adopted by the Gnostics. 
Roimd the figure is the imperfect legend HHHMr. 
The letters H are supposed, by Scallger, to be 
a repetition of the correspondent Hebrew n, 
and a contraction of the tetragrammatom rrm\ 
or name for Jehovah,''^ and the letters Mr for 
MEFAS, and so the inscription would imply '^ the 
great God." On the opposite face are the letters 

for medical purposesi tying them with catskin, and mixing the 

colours — 

Coralium atq : croeum corio connectite felis, 
Ne dubites illic virides miflcere Mnarfigdo. 
* Scaligeri Epist. ad Yaset. 
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COYBIAPTA CMAFBACKAPB A, and Other characters 
which are very rude and imperfect. The first 
word formed is soumarta, which frequently oc- 
ean, and is supposed to be the name of one of 
the 365 angels in Gnostic mythology. In the 
others, it seems joined to the abrasax, transposed 
and twice repeated.^-No. 6« 

I shall mention another of this device, 
rendered still more curious from the ciiicum* 
stances connected with it, which 'were commu- 
nicated to me by Colonel Belfdrd,'in whose 
possession the Gem now is, and who had it from 
his father. Immediately afte^ the battle of 
Culloden, the baggage of Prince Charles Ed- 
ward fell into the hands of the Duke of Cum- 
berland's army, and many private and curious 
articles in his cabinet came into the possession 
of the late General Belford, who took it. Among 
the rest was a stone set in silver attached to a 
ring which proved to be a Gnostic amulet. It is 
highly probable that the superstitious prince 
had obtained it on the continent, as a charm, 
and carried it as a protection in the hazardous 
enterprise in which he was engaged. It is a 
ruby blood-stone : on one face is the figure re- 
presented on the former, having the serpentine 
feet turned both to the same side as the shield, and 
the whole form evidently threatening hostility. 
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a poridon and expesdion which is very anosaal, 
tod which occurs but once in fac-similes of 
Kircher and Montfaucon. In this attitude of 
offence it Tepresented, not the sun, but M»s ; 
and so seems an appropriate embkm for the 
occasion on which it was used. Beside the figure 
is the inscription ixaK On the other face is a 
female naked figure^ probably Isis^ with the in- 
scription ATI TA. — No. 7. 

Hie next belongs to that class called i^xofM^i, 
or those with hawks' heads. The hawk, accord- 
ing to EmsebiuSy was another emblem of the 
sun ; and the Egyptian deity, Osiris, is often 
represented with the head of that bird. Among 
die Gnostic remains it was placed on a variety 
of figures. Here it is set on a man, with wings, 
and from the inscription he appears to be in- 
tended for an angel ; and that angel Michael, 
having the legend mixaha over his head. He 
holds in his hands two implements, which have 
the forms of triangles, similar to one held in 
the hand of Isis, in the Egyptian planetarium, 
where she is represented as the earth. On the 
opposite face are the words AvNAmE MrxAHA, 
" the might or power of MichaeL" These cir- 
cumstances seem to allude to the extraordinary 
powers and functions conferred on angels by 
tl^e different Gnostic sects, from Simon Magus 
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downwards. They all b^> as we have seen, 
that angds were the fabricators or architects of 
the univeiBey and Cheriothus i^Srmed they were 
superiw to Christ himself; and this opimon was 
so early entertained^ thut the apostle Paul 
thoc^t it necessary to warn the Goloflfiians 
against the seductions of those who ** came in 
the rdigion of the axigeW* boasting, as Tertul*- 
Uan says, ** that the angels were the artificers 
of natare/'t They liirtl^r smd, as Theodoret 
affirma> that the law was gifen by them, and 
no one had access to God except through tfa)em4 
Hence we find, on the Gtiostic gems, th^ nitmes 
of numbers of their angels, Qn one are those 
of Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, Raphael, Anaiviel, 
IVo6(»ael, and Chabsael, who, according to the 
Egyptians, governed the seyen days in iixe week, 
and the seven planets ; and who, according to 
Sataminos, were the seven angels who made 
the world, and governed it each in succession 
for three hundred years. Besides those names 
which are found in Scripture, they invented 
a multitude of others which are also met vrith 
on their gems. But the chief and most highly 
venerated was Michael, the archangel; inso- 

* EpUt. to C0I0S8. ch. X. yer. 18. 
t Tertul. de P»es. c 48. } Theod. Ep. cd. CoL 
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much so, that Oratories were erected to him in 
Asia Minor, where divine honours were paid to 
'him. Nor was it confined to him alone, but 
'some of the andent churches at this day attest 
the high respect paid to angels. In the city of 
Nicaea, the only reikiaining edifice of that for- 
merly magni^fiicent town, is a very ancient Chris- 
tian church. . It appeared to me from an inscrip- 
tioti in the Narthex, to have been repaired by 
Cohstantine when he held there the celebrated 
council. The outside is still more recent, and 
fitted lip in a modem way ; but the body of the 
church, particularly the roof, bears marks of 
great antiquity. The ceiling is arched, arid 
covered with figures in Mosaic, among which 
are many angels, distinguished by the inscrip^ 
tions fHorcifKTPlOTfTfc APXf atnamic. The 
last appellation no doubt had the same refe- 
rence as the ATNAMIC MIXAHA of the Gem.— 
No. 8. 

The Gem which follows belongs to the 
class of xvvojMo^i, or those with dog's heads* It 
is in the collection of Viscount Strangford. The 
stone is basalt, and smaller than usual. It re- 
presents figures on both faces, which very fre- 
quently occur on the Gnostic remains. The 
first is the Egyptian deity, Anubis, who was 
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woinhipped miti a dog's head in a variety of 
forms, and his name inscribed on a number of 
different figures, which have no apparent con- 
nection with a dog. He was the keeper of the 
temples, and the guardian of the great princi- 
ples of heat, humidity^ and foecundity. He 
was sometimes designated by the symbol of 
Capricornus, whose goat's horns represented the 
rays of heat, and whose fishy taU implied moi.- 
ture. In an ancient sculpture given by Montr 
faucon, he is depicted with his foot on a croco- 
dile, surmounted with a star; intimating his 
connection with the Nile, and with the constel- 
lation of Syrius. He was therefore considered 
as the symbol of the Nile's fertility, which 
begins to swell when the dog-star rises. He 
was also supposed to keep guard at the tropics, 
and to prevent the sun irom passing beyond 
them. His worship was so celebrated, that a 
city was built in Egypt, and dedicated to his 
divinity, and called after him CyDopolis. Nor 
was his worship confined to that country: he 
was considered by the Greeks and Romans the 
same as Mercury, and is therefore cdled by 
Plutarch Hermanubis. He is for this reason 
represented with, the symbols, and as performing 
the functions of Mercury, holding a caduceas, 

nS 
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and leaditig sools to hell ; and fio he is described 
by A{N]leas«''^ All these drcumstances aie recog- 
nized and exhibited on various Gems of the 
Gnostics. In the annexed^ he stands without 
any symbol of Mercury, and is purely the 
Egyptian god. The inscription is scarcely legi- 
ble ; but it is easy to discern the words EMf E 
lAAsm, a corruption of Hebrew and Greek, 
which signifies the sun or star, has shone ; al- 
luding probably to his identity with Syrius, 
though in general there seems to be but litde 
connection between any legend and the figure 
to which it is annexed. 

On the opposite face of this stone is the 
figure of a female, with her finger on her lips. 
Among the Egyptians it was deemed impossible 
to worship the deity in a worthy manner by 
words, adopting the sentiments of Plato— that it 
was difficult to find the native of the Maker and 
Father of the universe, or to convey an idea of 
him to the people by a verbal description ;t and 
they imagined, therefore, the deity Harpocrates, 
who {Mresided over silence, and was always re- 
presented as inculcating it by holding his finger 

* lUe Superdm Commeator et Inferfim sublimis attollens 
cervices arduas Anubis, lavft Cadiiceiim gerens. Apul. Metam» 
Ub. iz. 

t Plau in Timso. 
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on Ills lips.* He is somietiixieii represented 6s a 
naked boy ; somedmes as clothed in a reticolated 
garment ; and sometimes as sitting on or issuing 
frcMn the lotus; and sometimes robed. Here 
silence is exhibited as a female. It has 
been seen that Basilides imposed silence as 
a necessary part of the dfscipliiie of his sect, and 
hence the symbol of silence is .frequently found 
on die Gnostic Oems, and -Ander diifeirent repre^ 
sentations of Harpocrates. The legend which 
accompanies this is very imperfect, and so in- 
distinct as not to be entirely legible. On the 
edge are also characters more strongly marked 
but altogether barbarous and obscure. — No. 9. 
Connected with Anubis is the following re* 
presentation of Mercury, the form under which 
he was worshipped by the Greeks ; the stone b 
cornelian, and in my collection. As Anubis 
was supposed to be Mercury, and had his 
symbols and functions assigned him ; so alter- 
nately Mercury was supposed to be Anubis, and 
is thus exhibited on the Gnostic Gems. He i^ 
on some represented as having two heads, and 
engaged in leading spirits which are half way 
sunk in the earth, and guiding their descent 

* Aiwmius eaUs him vtya>uw, rigafion, (nm fiyn silence. Eput* 
to Paul. 
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with a torch. He is here depicted sitting, as 
if resting ftom his active labours. He has all 
the symbols of Mercury about him ; his winged 
cap and buskins, and his caduceus; but what 
particularly distinguishes him is his three legs, 
one of which is without a winged buskin, indi- 
cating that it belongs to his other form. Three 
heads are frequent emblematic representations, 
but this is the only figure I have met with 
having three' legs. Fulgentius says that legs 
were under the particular guardianship of Mer- 
cury.* He is here identified with Anubis, by 
the iiiitial letters AN in the legend.— -No. 10. 

Tbe next is a representation of Anubis and Mer- 
cury united, and exhibited together in the same 
body under a double form. The Gem is a blood 
stone in the collection of Viscount Strangford. It 
is deeply cut, gives an impression in very bold 
relief, and the sculpture is superior to the usual 
style of the Gnostic artists. The figure is repre- 
sented sitting, having the lower part of his body 
and Umbs that of a dog, and the upper that 
of a man with two heads. In one. hand he 
holds a caduceus, the sytnbol of Mercury ; in 
the other a club, the symbol of Anubis, with 
which he was sometimes furnished as the guar- 

• Fulgentius PlaC lib. iii. 
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dian of las and Osiris. On the opposite face 
are the letters caabaaaxambph. — No. 11. 

The Gem which follows is a repjresentation of 
Jnpiter^ according to the unmixed mythology of 
the Greeks and Romans. It is in my collection ; 
the sculptore is rade, and the stone is chalcedony. 
It appears that they placed among their in- 
fluential beings, the gods of Greece and Rome, 
as well as those of Egypt, and mixed with themi 
scriptural names. On this stone the figure is 
armed with a spear and shield in one hand, and 
in the other he holds a victory, common on the 
coins of that period : beneath are the eagle and 
thunderbolt, the exclusive symbols of Jupiter. 
We have seen that Simon Magus was repre- 
sented by his disciples under the form of this 
god, and it is highly probable that this Gem' 
was fabricated by his particular followers. 
Montfaucon gives one or two with a similar 
figure in difTerent attitudes, one in a sitting 
position with the legend ZVPPIDOR;* but it does 
not seem to have been a frequent representa- 
tion, at least but few have come down to us. 

* He reiudB this backwards, and supposes it was RODIPPVZy 
the name of the artist who made it, or the person for whom it was 
made ; but it is clearly intended ibr Jupiter, such barbarous and 
incorrect orthography being characteristic of Gnostic sculpture. 
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The sect of Simbd^ as they were the eirliest^ sd 
probably they wekve the fewiest in number^ and 
were saper^ded by others who adopted different 
devices* On the opposite side is a very curious 
inscription, and the only one (existing, I believe, 
fonnd in that form. Th<e letters are arranged 
so as to represent the coil of a serpent; and 
though the figure of the reptile is omittied his 
image is preserved in the inscription, which is 

as follows : ZABBPBEBEPEIBACACIPACIPBPlHie- 
CBMECIAAM.-- No. 12. 

The Gem which follows is a beautiful one 
in die collection of Viscount Strangford. It is 
sculptured in a superior manner, on an ame- 
thyst, highly convex on both sides, and repre- 
sents an angel guiding a crocodile with two 
heads. The crocodile, like sundry other animals, 
was converted by the Egyptians into an emblem 
to represent the sun ; and this arose, perhaps, 
from the fanciful idea, that the animal has 865 
teeth, the number of days in the year, and so 
indicating a solar revolution.* Eusebius de- 
scribes the manner in which the Egyptians dis- 
played this imaginary connection. A figu« of 
the sun was placed in a boat^ which was carried 

* Hiis was the opinion of AcfaiUes TatiuSi a Greek writer of 
the third century. 
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oothebftekb^atmbodile. Theliieadaadtaflof 
die anUaid d60 ibtitnated the east and west^ thfe 
extremities of the san's courses. Iti an Mgyptinh 
idol given by Montfaacoii, an image which he 
sAppodes to b6 Osiris, is standing on two croco- 
diles, whose heads are turned in these dtfleraaft 
directions. It was farther supposed, that during 
the feast of Apis the crocodile never injured, 
atid that it so respected the papyrus, that those 
who sailed in a boat of that substance were safe 
from its attacks. From these circumstances the 
crocodile was held in high respect ; some were 
kept as sacred, and buried in the labyrinth, and 
a city was built in honour of them, called the 
city of crocodiles. In the Gem annexed the 
crocodile has two heads, neither of which natu- 
rally belongs to it ; one is that of a hawk which 
we have seen was also a bird representing the 
sun. The winged figure on its back, with a 
similar head, seems one of the Gnostic angels ; 
the architects of the universe, directing the solar 
course, and so guiding the world. On the op- 
posite figure is the inscription lAFBAeA rPAMNH 
•IBA4i;XNH ME^*;.*— No. 13. 

The Gem which follows is of an unusual 
form. It is a cornelian, and in my collection. 
Tl^e scarabaeus, or beetle, is Jmown to have 
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been among the commonest emblems of Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphics, a representation of the solar 
influence in the sidereal, and of the regal power 
in Ihe political system. It is found in all their 
pillars, sarcophagi, and other remains of ancient 
art, and the enormous beetle seen in the British 
Musseum is a proof of the respect in which they 
held the form, by the immense size in which 
they represented it. It is consequently found 
on the Gems of the Gnostics, with different 
figures and inscriptions accompanying it. On 
one is the word WH, the coptic name for sun ; 
on another is a beetle, with Isis on the opposite 
side, holding in her arms two children, the em- 
blem of maternal foecundity. On the Gem here 
presented the insect is not cut on the stone, 
but the stone is formed into the shape of the 
insect ; and on the convex back is represented 
Isis, or the Egyptian Ceres reclined beside the 
Nile, with two vases of Egyptian corn, the em- 
blem of vegetable fcecundity, naturally expressed 
by symbols of the sun's rays and the Nile: 
from the head issues the lotus, and in one hand 
is held a Nilometer,''^ and in the other a vase of 

* Perhaps a spade. It is the exact fonn of this agricultural 
instrument as used at this day in the East. A pointed hlade> 
with a step in the handle over it for the foot to press on. 
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corn. An amulet of Isis was held in great 
sanctity : the wearer hoped to obtain by it, ac- 
cording to Kircher, every thing that related to 
the earthy as fertilized by the Nile — an abund- 
ance of earthly goods. This stone is without an 
inscription. — No. 14. 

The one that follows is also without an in- 
scription. It is a Rosso ahtico, and in my col- 
lection. It represents the union of two persons, 
for whose protection arid happiness the amulet 
was intended, and consists of real and emble- 
matic figures. The first are designated by two 
heads or busts, one of a male, and the other of 
a female. Beside them are peace, with her olive- 
branch, holding up a garland, and plenty, with 
her cornucopia. Between them is the figure of 
a lion, indicating here the Constellation Leo^ 
during whose ascendant, and under whose in- 
fluence the happy union took place.* — ^No. 16. 

The two which follow are probably medical 
amulets. The first is engraved on a convex 
piece of schist, in a very rude and iniexpert 
manner; it is in the collection of Dr. Adam 
Clarke. It represents an ibis standing beside 

* I should not include this in the present collectioui but I 
have seen several with similar figures which are accompanied by 
undoubted Gnostic characters. 
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an altar, sunnoanted vfhh coarse and unintel- 
ligible characters : below is the well known lAW, 
The ibis, which is seen jn all Egyptian scalp- 
tores, was held in high veneration by the people, 
insomuch so that it was made a capital offence 
to kill it, and it was always, avenged by the 
death of the perpetrator, even thoagh the act 
was not iiitentional.* Among the causes as- 
signed for this veneration, some are faDciful and 
some are real. When it rested with its head 
under its wing, it was supposed ti> resemble a 
human heart ;t it rendered essential service 
by destrojing serpents and other noxious rep- 
tiles engendered in the mud of the Nile, and 
so it was among the benefactors of Egypt, and 
is usually represented with a serpent at its beak ; 
it was peculiar to the soil and climate, and 
when removed elsewhere, it pined and died. 
Hence it was worshipped wit( divine honours, 
tod its head was placed on different Egyptian 
deities, particularly on Isis, who presided over the 
Nile.;]: Among the benefits conferred by it on 
mankind was one very singular ; it was supposed 
to administer to itself an injection, whenever 
nature pointed out its necessity ; and the pecu- 

* Herodot Euteipe. cap. 65. f /Blian. Hut. Anim. lib. x. c. 29. 
X Clem. Alezand. Strom, t. ]p. (^1* 
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liar diape of the bird^ with its long carved beak, 
was fayoorable to the operation, and haoce the 
salnlaiy practice was taught to man* For all 
these qualities, it was adopted by the Gnostics 
as one of the emblematic figures ; and the amu- 
let of the ifais was used in diflPerent diseases, 
particularly agiiinst affections of the head**-— 
No. 16. 

The next is a cornelian in the collection of 
ViBcount Strangford. it represents, well sculp- 
tured, a combination of three heads ; that of an 
elephant joincji to human faces. The elephan- 
tiaais was at this period a very loathsome and 
mwtal distemper. It was so called, because the 
limbs swelled into shapeless masses, divided by 
contracted rings ; and the body, but particularly 
the face, were covered with blotches and papulae 
like those of the dephant, Quintus Serenus, 
the Basilidian physician, who describes the 
disease, also prescribes the cure, which he says 
is the juice of the bark of the cedar-tree.f In 
Mont&ucon is given a Gem, representing an 

• Kireh. S. c 4. p. 671. 

i Est Blephas morbus tristi qwHfne nomine dims, 

Non solmn turpans infimdis ora papiUis, 

Sed cita pnedpitans funesto fata veneno ; 

Huic eiit advemu eedri de cortice saecus, 

VaruM fie ungere frontes, — 

Sic faciem — Sic redde salute ai. 
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elephant approaching a tree, supposed to be 
intended for a cedar. He gives another of a 
man holding an elephant's head in his hands; 
and it is well known, that touching a represen- 
tation having any supposed connection with the 
ailmenty was formerly a general mode of cure. 
Hali Ebn Rodan^ an Arabian physician^ had a 
scorpion engraved on his ring, which cured by a 
touch every person bitten.* In the Gem here 
presented is the head of an elephant^ holding in 
his proboscis the branch of a tree^ whose foliage 
exactly resembles that of a cedar, which seems 
to allude to the disease and mode of cure ; and 
the faces annexed are intended to represent 
those of the patient, when diseased, and when 
cured of the remedy. — No. 17. 

The last I shall mention is one which seems 
to be highly characteristic of the Gnostic sects, 
as they were depicted by contemporary wiiters. 
It is a cornelian, but in the form of a seal-ring, 
and probably worn as such. It is in the collec- 
tion of Dr. Adam Clarke, and was obtained 
by him from a soldier who brought it from 
Egypt, on the return of this English, army from 
that country. The surface is covered with 
Gnostic figures and characters, interspersed with 

* Scalager. £p. ad Vazet 
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priapi, phalli, and other emblems, which I do 
not undertake to explain. It is, however, a 
highly valuable relique, as confirming all. the 
Christian historians have written on the oh* 
cenity of these impure and myisterious Chris- 
tians, who in the words of the Apostle, '^ crept 
in unawares, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousncss.*— No. 18. 

Besides these gems which I have here exhi- 
bited, there is an infinite variety of others, in 
which not only the figures and inscriptions here 
given are altered and varied in different ways, so 
as to aflford a general resemblance, and indicate 
that they all belong to the same class, and have 
originated in the same superstitions; but new 
ones of other devices occur, mingling toge- 
ther Grecian, Egyptian, and Christian em<- 
blems and inscriptions. Sphinxes and apes with 
deities of Greece and Rome, having for legends 
words taken from the Sacred Scripture. On one 
is Diana with her bow and crescent, with the 
legend fabpiHa ; on another is Hercules with 
hnrclub, striking the Nemsean, Lion, accompa- 
nied by the Hebrew word aa^nai Lord ; and on 
a third is e^, supposed to stand for 8eef Xpurr^, 
God Christ, as on some of the coins of the lower 

• Epist. Gen. Jade. rer. 4. 



70 AN BSSA.T ON SOME ANCIENT 

empire, annexed to a figure holding a cup, 
and seeming to have a reference to the Eacha- 
rist. The use and object of many of, theoa are 
also pointed out by their inscriptions. Some it 
is obvious are intended to protect the wearer from 
spiritual evils, as that with the folTowing words, 

ABPACAB AAO^NAI AnON OKOMA AESIAI ATNA 
MEC 4TAABATE OTBIAN nATAINAN AJOO IIAOTl 

KAKOT AAINONOC. '' Lord, Abrasax, hdy name 
propitiojits powers, protect Vivia Paulioa from 
every evil, spirit." Another was a remedy or 
prophylactic against a pariicular physical evil, as 
the fbilowicg inscription indicates: 4TAAB0N 
TFEIH CTOMAXON HPOKAOT. " Keep the sto- 
mach of Procles healthy/^ The dogmata also, 
of the different Gnostic sects are alluded to, and 
seem to refer the fabrication of the gem to those 
who held the particular opinion intimated by 
the figure or inscription. Besides the Ophites 
indicated by the serpent, the Simonites by Jupi-^- 
ter, and others which I have noted ; some are 
found with the legend. iOlPAAC, seemingly the 
workmanship of those who made this traitor ^e 
object of their veneration; and a.veiy remark- 
able one exhibit the figure of Apollo with 
a star or sun on one side, aiid on the other 
the ioscription IECtc XPlCTTC,thus connecting 
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Christ with AppUoj and iodentifyiDg him wjith 
the SOD, accordipg to the opinionsi of those who 
thoaght bim to be that yiaible luminaiy. Finally^ 
great numbers of them exhibit %ires of monr 
kejs as Piiapi, naked women in indecent attii^ 
tadesj and other obscenities; indicating^ as weli as 
the one I have exhibited^ the gross, and sensual 
indulgences of the people for whom they.weie 
fabricated, and coincidinginar^markable degree 
with the opinions and {Mractices of those poll«i|ed 
Christians, as they are represented by. the eairty 
fathers of the church« Th^se iggnres and m^ny 
others will b^ found in Kircher and Mpntfaoicon^ 
particularly tbe latter. *" 

It is to be regretted that so much remains 
yet tQ bedi^OQveried in the interpretation of these 
singular remains ; yet it is to be expected tba.t 
they should be very unintelligible ; where.»leAC^ 
and secrecy were stricdy eqjoined to the disci- 
ples, mysteiy and . obscurity naturally, followed* 
Tfa/e very essence of the gem wa& its mysticism^ 
and its efficsicy was supposed to be lost when its 
meajoing was generaUy knowD. The greater 
number of tbe words were fabricated by them*- 
selves, and had no meaning in any language exr 

* Kireher CEdip. JEgjrptiae. fol. torn. ii. Mont&noon Antiq. 
Ez^c folio, torn. tf. and Sapplement^ torn. ii. 
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cept that mysterious one which they themselves 
amiexed to them. Had it not been for Irenaeus 
and other contemporary writers^ we should in vain 
have conjectured what their common Abrasax 
stood for. Such terms of new invention and 
barbarous sounds as are not so explained by 
those who had an opportunity of being informed 
at the time they were used, must be now and 
continue to be exceedingly obscure and uncer- 
tain. It has been suggested that many are 
Hebrew and Oriental words, corrupted and dis- 
guised in Greek characters, and that many more 
are the names of the 365 angels who presided 
over the world, and who were invoked by the 
amulet ; and certainly in some instances such a 
conjecture seems borne out by the inscription : 
yet much remains still to be accomplished. 
Having adopted in the account of these gems 
which I have exhibited, the opinions of the 
learned, where they have thrown any light on 
the subject, and with diffidence hazarded a few 
opinions of my own when they have not ; I leave 
them to those of more ability and opportunity 
than myself, to clear up the obscurity that re- 
mains. 
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It was the particular fate of Christianitj, and 
it adds another proof of the miraculoos inter- 
ference of Providence in its preservation, that 
its first promulgation should be accompanied 
with conceptions so extravagant and conduct so 
flagitious as that of some of the sects in the first 
ages ; and that it had to overeome, not only the 
persecutions of its enemies, but the evil reports 
caused by its friends. The Heathens not knowing 
otherwise, or wilAiUy seeking occasion to excite 
prejudice against the ** New Faith/' did not fail 
to impute the extravagance of the Gnostics ge- 
nerally to all Christians ; and unfortunately the 
sect met with such acceptance, and its wild opi- 
nions andlicentious practices, wereso congenial to 
the understanding and temperament of the peo- 
ple among whom they were circulated^ that they 
became in a short time numerous enough to afford 
a plausible pretext for confounding the sacred 
mysteries of the Gospel with the gross and fan- 
tastic perversion of them, and identifying the 
open and pious Christian with the obscure and 
impious Gnostic* We know that this prejudice 
was very early and very generally excited. 

* Eiuebius and the earlier ecclesiastical writers affirm that it 
was so Tiii H cwTuif ifn^iMi^ ^K '^ rov «a>TO( Xptmaiwv 
IfcoiV ^M^^oXiiy xaT»x^9/A<y){«. Eus. Ecc. Hist. lib. iv. c. 7. 

£ 
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When St Paul arrive4 at Koine after \m ^P" 
wreck; /the first character I^e l^ard of Chris^iar 
nity was, that " eveiy where it vr^ ^po\^^lfK 
9g^UQSt/'* This accoupt of the evangelists i^ 
ponfirmed hy the Gentile historian^. Sue^jd^^ 
calk the Christians men of a str^pge and v^aHir 
cipus spperstiticm.t Tacitus says their deadly, 
sa^perstition was repressied by the death of their 
leader ; but it soon bipke ou,t again not ojoly in, 
Judea but in the city where every, thing atro- 
cious and shameful flows together, and here they 
were convicted of a hatred to the human race, 
and detested for tb^ir flagitipiis. conduct. Arno- 
bius affirms that tb^ Gentiles believed Christ to 
have been a magiciap, and that aU Christians 
equally practised ma^c. 

Nor were tibiese reports cQufiaed to tb^e Gen- 
tiles, the Jews were no l^ss ijadus^Qtt& m circu- 
lating them ; they asserted that Cliristiasis eat 

* Acts xxxviii. 20. 

t Chzistiaiii, genus hominum superstitionis novs et malefics 
-•Seuton. Nerq. lib. 15. 

X Repressaque in praesens exitialis SuperstitiO| rursus erum- 
pebat non modd per Judaeam, sed per urbem quo cuncta uudique 
attodik et pudenda confluuQt — ^Christiam odlo humani generia 
convicti. — Tacit. An. lib. 15. No doubt these opinions of the his- 
torians were taken up from the practices of the Gnostics. Simon 
l^^igus i^e knovi; came to aome.at this time, where it is probable 
he gained more celebrity than the apostles. 
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dieir own cluldren at tl^ir biddeii.iDystejcies,''^ avA 
we have seen that the practice of tlie Go^sticB 
sanctioned this imputation ; that they conaiderod 
women to be common to all men, a tenet openlj 
avowed by Epiphanes, son of CarpQcrate$;t an4 
that they mixed in pyomii^cnQUs intercourse at 
their secret feasts, a custom which we know was. 
common to all the 6no$tic se(gts.:{: Hence (me 
of the eloquent advocates for the cause of Chris- 
tianity in the earliest ages complains, that they 
were charged with three offences — Im^tj to 
God ; Suppers of Thyestes; and the ConcubuMigO 
of (£dipus.§ But the account given by Minu* 
tius FcbUx of the charges brought against the 
whole Christina chu]:ch, is not confined to vague 
and general rumours, but it is so minute and. 
.particular that it seems to carry with it a Qonvie^ 
tion that it was as trueas it wasdetcistable. '^ When 
anovice,'' said his adversary, ^^ is. to be introduced 
into a participation of Christian rites, an in- 
fant covered with meal or flour is placed before 
him. The novice, not knowing what was beueattl^ 
is desired to strike, which he does till he kilk 

* Origen Contr. Ceb. lib. vk 
f Clem. Alexand. Strom, lib. iii. 
X Eusebius, lib. iv. cap. 7. 

thmZuwf fu^*tg. — ^Athena^ras pro ChiisUanis, p. 30. 
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the child. It is then drawn forth; the blood 
licked, and the dismembered limbs eaten by all 
present; in order that the consciousness of guilt 
might bind together the novice and the initiated 
to silence and secrecy, by a common participa- 
tion in an atrocious act. A day is then set apart 
for a general celebration of their mysteries, and 
at the appointed time they assemble together; 
sisters, parents, children, relatives of all degreed, 
and of all ages and sexes. After the feast and 
wine had caused an excitement in the company, 
a hungry dog is tied to the only candelabrum in 
the room ; he is offered meat by some of the 
company, and springing forward to seize it; he 
upsets the light and the company are left in the 
dark."* The remainder of the passage is not 
fit to translate, though it is given in the lan- 
guage of one who \vas sincerely a Christian, and 
as chaste as he was pure in his life and writings; 
but who was compelled to pollute his pages with 
the foul charges of his adversaries, in order to 
refute them. 

When the charges against the early Chris- 
tians were so distinctly specified, and the whole 
body was thus identified with those widely 
spread sectarians, it does not appear to me that 

* Minutius Fslix in Octavian. 
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the fatal consequences of the doctrines and prac* 
tices of the latter, and the dreadful injuries they 
inflicted on the cause of Christianity have been 
sufficiently insisted on,* nor the additional proof 
it affords of divine interposition to preserve it. 
The final triumph of the religion of the gospel 
over all the efforts of the Heathens to extinguish 
it, is DO doubt a strong proof of superhuman 
support ; but surely the argument for divine in- 
terposition is much strengthened when we add 
to the persecutions of its enemies, what it had 
to encounter from the perverseness of its friends; 
had it been of human fancy or device, from the 
monstrous corruptions and perversions which 
their vice and folly introduced into it, no doubt 
'' it would have come to nought :" but we discern 
with astonishment a small but pure flame burn- 
ing bright, and with an inextinguishable blaze, 
under all the ashes which for two centuries had 
been heaped upon it by its professors; we see a 
clear stream flowing on undefiled and uncor- 
rupted by the torrents of pollution they had been 

* Hammond^ indeed, in his learned Commentary on the New 
Testament, has gi?en to this sect the oonnderation they merited* 
He refers many passages of the Epistles, not to the Gentiles, but 
to them; particolarly that in the first chapter of Romans, which so 
exactly characterizes them, " Who though they knew God," 

&'C. 
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poured into it, by those who professed to drink of 
its waters : and how at the end of eighteen centu- 
ries we are witnesses of that flame illumining the 
remotest parts of the earth, and that stream 
flowing through the most distant lands, and 
aflbrding the waters of life to the whole of the 
civilized world. 

The Heathens availing themselves of the 
odium eiEcit^d by the conduct of the Gnostics, 
bpeedily commenced a persecution against the 
whole Christian community. It was in vain 
that the eariy fathers exposed the ofunions and 
practiced of these sectarians, and endedvoiired 
to disentangle themselves from all connexion 
with them, by cOntrastiEig theit conduct and 
opinions with the pure doctrines and blamel^^ 
lives of real Christians. It was in vain that Ter* 
tuDian, Athenagoras, and Itenaeus^ pointed out 
the corruptions and vices of those pretended 
followers of the Gospel, and detailed the teneti 
and duties which they themselves and all who 
founded their faith on the pure word of God, 
thought themselves bound to believe and to do. 
'^ If," said Athenagoras in his energetic address 
to Aurelius Antoninus^ *^ the crimes objected to 
us be really true and we are capable of commit- 
ting them, spare none of us of either sex, but 
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shy us and our wives atad children, till joix 
eradicd^te a race of tiumsm beings who Bve afteir 
the manner of beasts. But if these chains 
against us are unJbanded rumours and empty 
calumnies, it is your duty to institute an inquiry 
and ascertain what our lives and opinions really 
are/'* These and similar appeals were disre- 
garded or disbelieved ; and the Heathens pre- 
tended that they were not merely justified but 
caiiied upon to extirpate a race, that besideis 
being disafFdcted to the govemmefnt, were of a 
nature too gtoss and flagitious to be suffered to 
live* As Christianity therefore expanded itself 
it soon began to suffer those persecutions which 
had been predicted by its divine author. The 
fiM commenced under Nero, and was renewed 

* Athena^oras was an Athenian plulosopher of the second 
cetitDry. He was one of those who had entertained bitter pre- 
JttdlMs tgainst Uie ChristitmS) and had prepared a work to expose 
their enormities ; font being convinced that they were calumniated^ 
wd the crimes of a sect imputed to the whole body, he became 
a convert to "dieir doctrine, and wrote his Apology in their de- 
face. As it is not generally quoted, and is considered a goitd 
example of the Attic style of that period^ I shall sufcqoin here the 
original of the above passage as a specimen. AKK* h jyih iX^9ii 

•rflonivan-s, U yi r); iCOg^Sv {? ^xn* Biipt&^i( Bi hxyowtttat 
rtajra xit h^okou xivou — vgog u/ui&v Xo'ttov t^vr&atv xohia»ff9ag 
B*9 Soy/iOTwy T^. — Athenag. Apol. pro Christian. Edit Reichem- 
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with various degrees of severity till at length an 
efibrt was made to extirpate the religion of 
Christ, so extensive and persevering, that nothing 
less than a divine interposition seemed to have 
preserved it from total extinction. 

DIOCLETIAN AND MAXIMIAN. 

Diocletian was bom in Dalmatia, in the 
year of Christ 245, and on the death of Nume- 
rianus, was saluted emperor by the army at 
Cbalcaedpn, near Constantinople, in 284. He 
was himself a man of mild, philosophic cha- 
racter, but was instigated by his colleague in 
the empire, Galerius Maximianus. This atro- 
cious man was bom in Dacia : his father was 
unknown, but he himself gave out^ that his 
mother conceived on the banks of the Danube 
by Mars, in the shape of a serpent. Among 
other observances by which the Christians were 
now distinguished, was their abstaining from 
meats offered to idols. This so offended the 
mother of Galerius, that she made it a pretext 
for urging her son to prosecute them, who was 
before greatly inclined to it, and availed him- 
self of the first favourable opportunity to effect 
his purpose. He had been successful in the Per- 
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8iaa war, and was passing the winter with DicH 
detian, in his palace at Nicomedia, where the 
subject of their secret conversation was the fate 
of Christianity. Diocletian, from the innate 
moderation and humanity of his disposition and 
his studious and contemplative habits, was both 
by nature and education averse Aom measures of 
cruelty ; he consented at first to exclude Chris- 
tians from offices in the state, hoping that such 
a concession would exempt him from proceed- 
ings of more severity. But Galerius obtained 
permission to summon a council of the most dis-» 
tinguished military and civil officers, and submit 
to them the question : meantime the Christians^ 
apprised of what was in agitation, waited in 
sOent and anxious expectation for the terrible 
result, which was to put to death every man 
living who professed the religion of the Gospel, 
and so at once extirpate Christianity. The 
council met ; they agreed in opinion with Gale- 
rius, and Diocletian at length consented to issue 
those exterminating decrees which have justly 
stigmatized for ever the character of that em- 
peror. It is to be regretted that those most so- 
lemn and important edicts have not been handed 
down to us in a whole and perfect form, as some 
of minor consequence have been. The parti- 

£3 
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cellars are only to be collected from scattered 
passages in Eusebios and Lactantius.'* Orders 
Were at first given to burn the books of tbe 
Christians, destroy their churches, panish those 
Who observed the Lord's day, and put to death 
all who frequented secret assemblies. This 
latter distinctive charitcter of the Gnostic sects 
was supposed to include the whole body of 
Christians equally charged with their hidden 
atrocities. The time fiited as for the execution 
of the edicts was the Feast of Terminalia, in the 
yelu' 302, which historians remark Was to put a 
final termination to Cbtii^tidntty ; BtA at the 
dawn of morning a prefect of the Prsetorian 
band commenced the persecution by entering 
the prindpal church of Nicom^ia; he first 
burned the sacred Scriptures, and tfaei^ tegu« 
laily sacked and destroyed the edifice; the 
next day the tremendous decree was eveipy 
where published, and the bloody massacre com-* 
menced. The manner in which this was carried 



* Ladandtts aay«, ail the decrees of the differant attperdn 
aguqst the Chrisdaiu were collected by Domitias, a celebrated 
lawyer, in his book ** de Officiis Procunsulis ;" but this has been 
lott, and they are not to be found in any other. Lactant. Institut. 
divin : fib. t. c. 11. p. 578* Mosheim has giyen many ex&Meft 
from EusebiuB and Lactantiu^, p. 922 — 926. Diocletian issued 
four decees, the last more cruel than the first. 
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on, is evidence that the perpetrators thought 
they wefe exterminating an impure and ferocious 
tace, to spare whom would be riiercy misplaced, 
and an injury to society. Eusebius descrfbds 
what he himself was eye-witness to, and the 
details are too terrible to particularize. He was 
in the distant province of the Thebais, in Egypt, 
removed it might be supposed from the centre 
tand fierceness of the persecuting spirit ; yet there 
he saw one hundred Christiaifs destroyed in a day 
by different kinds of death. In some instances 
axes were blunted on their mtogled limbs, and 
their executioners so tired with slaughter, that it 
was necessary to send for fresh men and neW" 
implements to complete the work of destruction. 
If this was the case in a distant province, whdt 
were they to expect immediately under the eye, 
and within the grasp of their inveterate peWe- 
cutors. The whole of the Roman empire was 
ftt this time filled with .them ; and there was not 
a province, city,* town, hamlet, garden, or cot- 
tage in which diligent pursuit was not made 
for them. The few that escaped by chance fled 
to the most solitary deserts from the haunts oi 
their fellow men; and I have visited in the 
Gulf of Nicomedia and other remoter places in 
the East, caverns in the sides of nearly inacceii- 
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sible mountains^ where they endeavoured to find 
refuge and concealment, during this dismal 
period. Many of the saints and martyrs recog- 
nized by the Greek church perished on this 
occasion^ and they still shew in the church of 
St. Euphemia at Chalcaedon^ the implements of 
torture by which she and numbers of her friends 
were put to death. In this way historians assert 
that in one province alone 150^000 Christians 
perished by various kinds of cruel deaths ;* and 
so complete was supposed to be the extirpation 
of the sect^ that coins were struck and the fot 
lowing inscriptions set up> recording the fact 
that the Christian superstition was now utterly 
exterminated, and the worship of the gods re- 
stored by Diocletian, who assumed the name of 
Jupiter; and Maximian^who took that of Her- 
cules. 



* Gibbon calculates that 2000. persons only were put to death 
in ten years ! though Eusebius, who liv^d at the time, affirms 
that from 60 to 100 a day were executed in the province of The- 

bais alone : vXc/ovon/ ^ cfcxdyra — nai iraXiv exarov cv %x€pft fu^» 
Euseb. Ec. Hist 1. 8, c. iv. In a book of the Roman pontiift) 
quoted by Baronius, thetiumber of martyrs is stated at 17,000 in 
a month ; nor is it to be supposed that the persecution relaxed 
afterwaids, when it was the avowed intention — Christianam Re- 
ligionem a medio toQere penitus, tadicitusq: convellere Bar. 
Hist. Eccles. torn. U. p« 766* 
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DIOCLETIANVS lOVIVS ET 
MAXIMIAN : HERCVLEYS 

cjEs: ayg: 

AMPLIFICATO PER ORIENTEM ST OCCIDENTEM 

IMP : ROM : 
ET 

nom: ohristianorym 
deleto qyi 
remp: eyer 

TEBANT 

DIOCLETIAN : C^S : 

AYG : GALERIO IN ORI 

ENTE SYPERS 

TITIONE CHRIST : 

YBIQYE DELETA ET CYL 

TY DEOR : PROPAOATO 

" Diocletian Jove and Maximian Hercules, 
August Caesars, having encreased the Roman 
empire in the east and west, and extirpated the 
name of Christians who were overturning the 
Republic." 

'' To Diocletian Caesar and Augustus Gale* 
rius in the east, having every where extirpated 
the Christian superstition and restored the wor^ 
ship of the gods/^"* 

* These inscriptions were found on beautiful columns at 
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The Christilin writers do not ftul to record 
many marks of divine anger displayed on this 
occasion. The palace of the emperor was struck 
wWi lightning aild liiimediately consumed, which 
so affected him, that he continually saw flashes 
of fire before his eyes, atid he was seized with a 
dangerous feVer, from which hte with difficulty 
recovered. He soon after abandoned the em- 
pire to his colleague, and retired to a private 
station, in which he died of grief and absti- 
nence, having obstinately refused all aliment; 
while his more atrocious colleague, Galerius, 
having exerciised kgditist all bis subjects, that 
avarice and cruelty which he began by prac- 
tising on the Christians, was wiasted away with 
a consuming and loathi^oiiie dise^tse, and died 

Clunia, in Hispania Taraconensis. They are preserved in Baro* 
niufi, Occo, and Gruterus, p. 280. n. 3, 4. It fa remarkable that 
Gibbon who quotes Gniterus for other inscriptionsi takes no notice 
of th^e. Similar pillars teere said io be erected by l^ero, and one 
wiU ^und in ^ptSxt, .the insieilption df whiUi is preterved ; biit 
ome doubt has been thrown upon the authenticity of this, and 
with relason ; for it is well known that his persecution extended 
only to the Christians at Rome, who were accused of hatdng set 
thd city on fire, a crime which the rest was never chargell with 
participating in ; but the decree of Diocletian extended to the 
"whole einpire, and it was known to have been executed in Spain 
with rigour by Dbtlaniis, the gdVenio^. Many of these pillars 
were probably erected on the occasion in other places ; but when 
Christianity was restored, the Christian Iconoclasts destroyed 
them tfith Other ima^s, &A bdious and hdrtid memorials. 



i^OlNlS^ AlEBALS^ AND GEMS. 87 

widi gtetit horror. Without having recourse to 
supernatural interpodition; we may easHy sup- 
pose that such would be the natural effects of 
reflectian and remorse on men whose conscience 
was burthened with the cruelties they had per- 
petrated. 

In the annexed coin^ No. 19^ the obverse re* 
presents the head of the Emperor Diocletian, 
crowned with laurel, and his shoulders covered 
with a robe, with the legend, DIOCLETIANVS 
Pebpetvvs Felix AVGvstvs. — " Diocletian, 
perpetual, happy, august.'' On the reverse is 
Jupiter holding in his raised hand a thunder- 
bolt, and trampling a kneeling figure, with ser- 
pent-like feet, having the legend lOVI FVLGE- 
RATORI— *' To Jupiter the thunderer.*' The 
prostrate figure designates Christianity, and the 
figure of Jupiter brandishing his diunderbolt, is 
taken probably from Ovid's description ;* he is 



* " Quo centimatium dejecerat igne Typhoea." Ot. Met 
in. 304. Vaillant adds the following remark: Diocletianum 
ezhibere voluisse suum Jovem fulmina vibrantem in ChrittianM 
Tdnti olim finxere poetae in gigantes, quum Christiani bella 
moverent in Jovetn, inq : reUqnam deoram turbam. — Num. Imp s 
Rom. fol. tom. iii. p. 51. This highly interesting coin is not 
uaoDg the Diodetians in my possession ; it is described by Ban- 
dorius and others, and there is one in the collection of the king of 
France, from which I had the annexed copy taken. 
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dashing down the Christians with the same fire 
as he hurled down the Titans, who had equally 
but vainly tried to dispossess him of heaven. 
The figure of this coin is very remarkable, and 
has a resemblance so strong as to identify.it 
with the Abrasax on the Gnostic gems, with 
serpent-Uke feet, supposed to be the god of the 
Christians.* We see him here then disarmed 
of his weapons, the very being which the Chris- 
tians were supposed to adore, and this single 
sect and its impure idol bringing destruction on 
the whole of the Christian church. In the 
exergue, Pecvnia Rosi£ " the money of Rome/! 

A coin similar to that of Diocletian was 
struck by his colleague, Maximian, to com- 
memorate an event in which he had acted so 
distinguished a part. 

In the annexed coin. No. 20, the obverse 
represents the naked bust of the emperor, crown- 
ed with a wreath of laurel, having the legend 
MAXIMIANVS Perpetvvs AVGustus. On 
the reverse is the figure of Jupiter Tonans, in 
nearly the same attitude, and with the same le- 
gend as the former, but having his head covered* 

* See No. 5, 6, 7, 18. Besides these here exhibited Mont- 
fauicon gives thirty-eight &c- similes with this figure, which seems 
to have been the universal representation of their deity. 
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In the prostrate figure tbe serpentine part of the 
legs is not distinct, and it was on the whole 
more of a hnman form. It may be that Dio* 
cletian wished to represent only the depraved 
and corrupt sectarians of which his figure is 
the emblem ; and that his more atrocious col- 
league, careless of distinction, exhibited the 
genius of Christianity under any form as equally 
the object of his persecution.*' 

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. 

But while, to all human calculation, Chris- 
tianity was now abolished in the world, the 
.hand of Providence was visibly stretched out 
for its preservation. Mankind immediately after 
saw with astonishment, that it became more 
vigorous and flourishing than ever; and the 
head of the mighty Roman empire adopted its 
tenets from a conviction of its truth, at the time 
that his predecessors were boasting of its total 
destruction on account of its falsehood. 

Constantine, son of Constantius Chlorus 
who governed Britain, and Helena, a woman 
of obscure birth, who had embraced Christianity, 
was born in the year 274, and wasearly instructed 
by his mother in her own doctrines.t For some 

* See Tanini Supp : to Bandurius, tab. iii. 
t Some assert that the mother was instructed and converted 
by the son. Eus : Yit : Const, cap. 47. 
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time stfter he came to the imperial throne he 
still adhered to the rites of heathenism, and all 
his eariy coins bear the imprest aild inscription 
bf heathen worship, being frequently dedicated 
JO VI coNSBliVAToiti, " to Jupitcr the PreiSfer- 
veT)" and other deities of heathen mythology. He 
was, however, completely converted in the year 
of our Lord 31!2 ; and according to eccliesiasrical 
writers, his conversion was effected, like that of 
St. Paul, by a sensible miracle, while he was 
performing a journey on a public road. He 
was opposed after his elevation to the imperial 
purple by Maxentius, a man of furious passions, 
gross and sensual habits, and a cruel persecutor 
of the Christians. Constantine was in Gaul, 
and having heard of the opposition of his rival, 
who was in possession of Rome, he immediately 
crossed the Alps and proceeded against him. 
When near Verona, on his march, and medi- 
tating on the difiiculties of his situation, he was 
roused from deep thought by a bright light 
which suddenly illumined the sky, and looking 
up, he saw the sun, which was in its meridian, 
surmounted by a cross of fire, and beneath it 
this inscription rovr<p viwt^ " in this conquer."* 

* Eusebius asserts, tliat the emperor Kims9Jf declared to him 
this circumstance, and confirmed it with a solemn oath ; and he 
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He immediately adopted the cross as his enfiign, 
and formed on the spot the celebrated Labarum, 
or Christian standard, which was ever after sub- 
stituted for the Roman eagle. This, as Ettse- 
bius describes it, was a spear crossed by an 
arrow, on which was suspended a velum, having 
inscribed on it the monogram ;|i[, fonhed by 
the Greek letters Chi tod Rho, the initials of 
the name of Christ. Under this he marched 
forwaid, and rapidly triumphed over all his 
enemies ; and, struck with the preternatural 
wamihg he had received, and its tH)nsequence«, 
he now publicly embraced the doctrines of that 
religion under whose banner he had conqi^red* 
Shortly after he removed the seat of empire 
from Rome to Byzantium, which was thence- 
forward called after him Constantinople. Here 
he struck upon his future coins an impress and 
legend alluding to the extraordinary events of 
his conversion, and no more traces are to be 
found on them of Pagan emblems. 

The coin annexed. No. 91, represents on the 
obyersie the naked bust of the emperor, croWned 

adds, ** who after this will doubt the truth of the narrative V 
Avroi; dc rov vixifrot; Bad'tXca;^ iiayyeiXoufro^f Spxov re 
vir^o'afieyoi/ rov Xoyoy' rt^ av aya^i^aX^i jmi o2^ ftfivo'cu 
rf tvifY^i*ari ; — Eos. vit. ColiBtaiit. lib. i. 
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with a laurel wreath^ and surrounded with the 
legend FLavivs VALerivs CONSTAN- 
TINVS, Perpetvvs, Felix, AVGvstvs — 
" Flavius Valerius Constantine, perpetual; 
happy, august." On the reverse is the whole 
length figure of the emperor in armour, covered 
with a helmet, standing on the prow of a galley :* 
in his right hand he holds a globe, surmounted 
by a rayed phoenix, the adopted emblem of his 
family, to intimate the renovation of his empire ; 
in his left is the Labarum, inscribed with the 
monogram ^ ; behind is the angel of victory, 
directing his course; round is the appropriate 
legend, FELix TEMporvm REPARATIO— 
" the happy reformation of the times." In the 
exergue are the letters, "Pecvnia Trevero- 
RVM," '.^ the money of Triers." 

The last event of Constantine's life was a 
circumstance as remarkable as it was interesting 
in the early history of Christianity. He had 
deferred his baptism till the warnings of sick- 
ness and debility reminded him of its necessity. 
He had been in a declining state of health, and 

* A ship was the common emblem of the state among the 
Romans, as in Horace's Ode, " O Navis ;" and Grey adopts the 
dassnc mataphor in his bard. 

** In gallant trim the gilded vessel goes." 
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proceeded to the warm baths of HelenopoUs^ a 
town in the Galf of Nicomedia; which he had 
called after his mother in the hope that they 
would restore him. After some time passed there 
in vain trials of their efficacy^ he caused himself 
to be removed to the pleasant suburbs of Nico- 
media ; and as the feast of the Pentecost was 
now at hand; he expressed a strong desire to 
have this important ceremony performed. He 
therefore called the Christian bishops round his 
couch; and made to them an aifeeting address. 
" The time noW;" said hc; " demands that I 
should partake in this seal of salvation. It 
had been mine intention to have proceeded to 
Bethabara; and receive this solemn rite in the 
waters of the Jordan; in public imitation of 
my Lord; but God best knows what is expe- 
dient, and let his will be done/** Every prepa- 
tion was therefore made for the ceremony, and 
it was performed by the Bishop of Nicomedia. 
It is to be regretted that Eusebius, who gives a 
simple but affecting account of the circuoi- 
stances .attending this ceremony; and even the 



• >». 



Spa Totfrov O'tiTfifiw O'^ppdyurfAaro^ i/uiTac%u¥* m p€tBpa 

<rvfuptpafftbSij ofTct/^ey ^ rwrSy %Aaq ^fiOi.—Euaebius vita. 
CoMt Ub. !▼. 63. 
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disQuuTses of Cotistantine, should not have re- 
corded also the manner in which it wa3 per- 
formed. It appears from him and oth^ autho- 
Tides, that it was the usual practice for those 
who could command the opportunity to. proceed 
to Palestine, and be immersed in the waters of 
the Joardan, as he himself had intended ; it is pto^ 
hable therefore that it wa^ done at Nicomedia. 
a& it would have been at Bathabara, by im- 
mersion. He appeared deeply impressed with 
the ceremony, and caased himself to be clsA 
in a white robe, as emblematic of the purity 
it conferred, which he never laid aside to re- 
sume the purple, and in thi^ robe he died ; a 
circumstance in the life of the emperor so 
v«ry remarkable and detailed with particular 
notice of the ecclesiastical historian, it ia not 
likely would be passed over unnoticed on the 
coins of the empire when so many events of less 
importance have been commemorated ; accord- 
ingly we find that a coin was struck, probably 
after his death, alluding to the circumstance* 
It appears also to have been struck in Brittain, 
the government of his father, and as some say 
the birth-place of himself and of his mother, 
and where Christianity had already made a con- 
siderable progress, and a deep interest would be 



COINS; ME0ALS; AND GEMS. 95 

naturally felt in an event so important in the 
life of the emperor. He died soon after the 
ceremony, in tbe^ year 337, at the hour of isdd* 
day, at the fe^t of the Pentecost, afta; a rdga 
of thirty years, having been, as Eusebjus re- 
i^arks^ the first Christian sovereig^i who had 
eyer received the regeneration of baptism. 

The annexed coin. No. 22, r^present^ on the 
obverae the emperor in hi^ robes, crovy^ed wUk 
a ifnreath of laurel, having the legend IMPsra-^ 
tor CONSTANTINVS Pius Felix AvousTua. 
On the reverse is a full length figure of the Em- 
peror cloaked, holding in his outstretched righ,t 
hand a globe on which the cross had not yet 
been placed, and in his left a rod or wand — 
the legend, CONSTANTINO Pio Aygus^to 
BAPi!iSMAT£ NATo. " To Constantine the 
Pius, August, born, or regenerate, in bap- 
tism." In the Exergue Pecunia JLondini Cujsa ; 
" money coined at London."* 

* I have g^ven this highly interesting coin on the respectable 
authorities of Occo, BergeruS; Mediobarbus, and Du Cange, who 
all concur in the above reading and interpretation* It has been 
however disputed by Harduin, and after him by Jobert and 
others, and some of the reasons they assign seem to me to be very 
frivolous ; 1st, because another coin is found having in the legend 
BRP NAT which is interpreted bono reipublics Nato, " born for 
the good of the republic," and therefore it is inferred that the A in 
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CONSTANTIUS. 

Flavius Jiilius Constaotius was the sod of 
Fausta; the second wife of Constantine ; he was 
bom in Pannonia in 317, and was the favourite 
son of his father. He is charged with conniving 
at the murder of all his kindred, who were, with 
the exception of two, Gallus and Julian, put to 
death by the soldiery after his father's decease. 
As soon as he assumed the purple he was opposed 
by Magnentius, the tyrant of the west, aided by 

the former is not an A, but intended for an R as in the latter! 
2dly, Because the letters PAVG standing for Pater Augusti, the 
father of Augustus, cannot stand for Constantine the great, be- 
cause none of his sons at the time of his baptism had recetved the 
title of Augustus: but PAVG do not stand for Pater August!, 
but fbr Pius Augustus, epithets very common in other coins, and 
on this very appropriate. 3dly, Because the letters in the exer- 
gue refer neither to Nicomedia,where the Greek writers, or to Rome 
where the Latins say he was baptized ; but letters in the exergue 
are acknowledged to be very obscure and imperfectly understood. 
If they do stand for the initials of towns where money was struck, 
I presume the meaning I have ventured to give, and the reasons, 
are at least as probable as any other. A great many of the coins 
of his lather Constantius Chlorus have in the exergue PL, and 
not a few of Constantine himself; but the letters are rarely met with 
on those of any other Emperor who would not be supposed to have 
the same interest in the place. Jobert reads PL whdre ever it 
occurs, pecunia Lugduni, " the money of Lyons," but bis com- 
mentator, pecunia Londini, the ** money of London,'' and adds 
very justly ; il n'est pas douteux que dans le Bas Empire on n'alt 
battu dans la Grande Bretaigne, des monnoyes au coin des Empe- 
reurs. — Science des Med. tom. ii. p. 104. ^ 
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Veteranio ; but he detached the latter^ a very 
aged man, by his address, and haviag deposed 
him be proceeded against MagDentius. Both 
armies met at Mursa in Pannonia, the prfesent 
Essek ; and while the; were engaged, Constau- 
tius passed the whole day in the^ church of the 
martyrs under the walls: of the dty. On this 
occasion the ecclesiastical writers relate a cir- 
camstance which, according to them, had an 
important influence on the fate of the battle; 
Cyril, the bishop of Jerusalem, was celebrating 
divine service about the time of the Pentecost, 
when suddenly there appeared a splendid ' cross 
in the Sky, extending from the Mount of Olives 
to Mount Calvary, about 15 stadia in length, 
and this miracle ^as the occasion of converting 
many- Jews and Gentiles. They further add that 
this splendid meteor was seen as far as Mursa in 
Pannonia on the day of the battle, and so terri- 
fied Magnentius that he and his army fled at the 
sight of it.^ The Emperor was made acquainted 

'"Zoxomene, lib.iv. cap. 5. Gibbon says! that Nicepheras 
d40, who could not reiiise a tale of a miracle even from an Arian 
enemy, relates this story after Cyril; but I cannot find that 
Nioephoras relates any such thing. He tells, indeed, an extMi> 
mdinary event,'but of a different kind ; MagHentiua had mounted 
a high throne, and called on his soldiers to salute him, but instead 
of doing so, th^y saluted and called for Constantius.-— Nieeph. 
lib. ii« c. 28. 
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urich the circumstance both by report and by 
letter from Gyril; and he seems to have comme- 
morated it on his coins. His father had formed 
the Labarum from an impression of a similar 
event on him^ bat he had omitted the inscrip- 
tion ivbich was said to accompany it, which his 
son for the first time impressed as a legend on 
his coins. 

In the annexed coin, No. 28, the ^Emperor 
is represented in his robes with the legend Do- 
MiNus CONSTANTIVS Perpbtvvs Femx 
AVGvsTvs.* On the reverse is victofy crown- 
ing the emperor, who holds the Labanim mth 
the monogram of ^ depicted on it, and romid 
it is the legend HOC SIGNO VICTOR 
£RIS ; " in this sign you will be victorioas/'^ 
In the exergue A, for Primvm SIScbnsivm, 
" the first tribute of Siscia," a town in Croatia. 

Julian, the only survivor of his family, was 
now rising into reputation with the army, which 
alarmed the timid and suspicious mind of Gcm- 
stantius. He therefore sent for a large body of 
forces, under the pretext of strengthening his 
own army in the war Jie was wstging against 
the Persians, but in reality to weaken that of 

* On the field is D. wbieh is f aid to stand for the iQiirth 
mint 
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Julian ; the «ddiers, however, instead of obey- 
ing the ordei^ of the emperor, proclaimed their 
favoarite Julian, and conferred on him the title 
of Augustus. When Constantius heard of this 
he immediately returned from Mesopotamia, 
and hastened to suppress the revolt ; but he was 
overtaken with sickness at Tarsus, where he 
died of a fever in the 46th year of his age, and 
the 14th of his reign. 

The piety of Constantius and his sincere 
attachment to the Christian faith, are not to be 
doubted ; but he is charged with having adopted 
heterodox opinions ; and as they were then the 
subject of acrimonious discussion in the church, 
the ecclesiastical historians of the adverse party 
have been severe in their censures. The coun- 
cil of Nicsea had been called by his father to 
settle some disputes, and they had decided on 
the doctrine of the Trinity, the identity and 
ooetemity of the son with the father.* It is 
certain that Constantius, recalled St. Athana- 
sius, the great supporter of this opinion, whom 
his father had banished, and on more than one 
occasion had afforded him protection ; but the 
disputes of the Arians with this rigid and un- 

* Tbe words of Zozomene are <ifMVTiof kcu owatbtoq ^crw 
6 ttoq Ty var^i— Zoiom. lib. i. c. 15. 
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compromisiDg defender of the trinity, and the 
infirm purpose of Constantius in giving way to 
them, have stigmatized his name also as being 
an opponent of the orthodox opinion ; a rumour, 
of which subsequent writers have not failed to 
avail themselves. Whatever might have been 
his private opinions, however, he certainly 
thought it right to announce publicly his ac- 
quiescence with the decrees of the council of 
Nicaea on the subject, for he has impressed upon 
his coins a large cross, with alpha and omegia 
at ^ach side, intimating in characters not to be 
mistaken his tonviction of the eternity of Christ's 
character. 

In the annexed coin. No. 24, the obverse 
displays the bust of the emperor, crowned with 
a diadem of jewels, and his shoulders covered 
with the imperial robe with the legend Do- 
MiNvs CONSTANTIVS Perpetws Felix 
AVGvsTvs. On the reverse is a large mono- 
gram of ^, having on one side A, and an- 
other n), by which Christ is designated* in the 
Revelations as the beginning and end» the first 
and the last. The legend is appropriate, 
SALVS AVGvsTi, " the salvation of Augus- 
tus." In the exergue TReveris Obsignata, 
" coined at Triers." 



COINS; MEDALS; AND GEMS. IQ) 

MAGN^NTIUS. 

Magnus Magnentius was said by some aa- 
thors to have been a Briton, and by others a 
German captive. He was enrolled in the Roman 
army, and served under the emperor Constans; 
who was so attached to him, that he saved bi3 
life in battle by covering him with his military 
cloak. This signal service he repaid by de- 
priving Constans of his life and crown by a 
stratagem. Marcellinus, the prefect of the 
royal treasury, invited to a feast he had given 
to celebrate his birth-day, the senior officers of 
the army ; and during the entertainment when 
the reason of the company was obscured by 
wine, he introduced Magnentius dressed in the 
imperial robes ; and persuaded his guests, who 
were taken by surprise, and not in a state to ex- 
ercise their understanding, to swear allegiance to 
the new sovereign. The soldiers, corrupted by 
the treasures which Marcellinus had at his com^ 
mand, followed the example of the officers, and 
Magnentius was recognised emperor by the 
army at Augustodunum, now the town of 
Autun, in Burgundy. When Constans heald 
of this, he hastened into Spain with a few 
fol]ow«irs, but was seized in passing the Pyre- 
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naean mountains, and slain by a Frank soldier, 
Magnentius was then crowned emperor, and 
succeeded to that part of the empire allotted 
to Constans» He now sait an embassy to Cont 
stantius, the brother of Constans, to propose a 
division of the empire. This was agreed to ; 
and to ratify the compact an intermarriage took 
place. CJonstantius gave his sister^ and he took 
the daughter of Magnentius. In a short time^ 
however, these arrangements were disregarded^ 
and a war ensued between them. He was 
finally defeated, and his army destroyed in the 
Cottian Alps^ in the year 353, from whence he 
fled to Lyons, wliere he died by his own hand^ 
in the 60th year of his age, after a reign of 
three years and seven months, 

Magnentius was a man imbued with llte«- 
rature and of considerable oratorical powers^ 
but of a timid disposition, and exceedingly cro^el 
when his fears were alarmed. He was, or pro- 
fessed to be, an orthodox believer in the doc- 
trine of the trinity; and like his rival, Coa- 
stantius, adopted the alpha and omega on his 
coin. It is a favourite theme with Gibbon and 
the writers of his class to exaggerate the schisms 
which divided the church at this time, and to 
represent the Arian heresy as exceedingly pre- 
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valent among all ranks. It should appear from 
the coins of the rival emperors that this was not 
the case. Assuming that they were indifferent 
to the doctrine themselves, it is a presumption 
that others were not so. Indeed such a char 
racter as Magnentius could not be supposed to 
have any serious religious impressions -, yet his 
assumption of the emblem of the trinity on his 
coin is a proof that it was the univezsal belief; 
for as he relied entirely for his support on public 
opinion, he would not have publicly adopted 
and avowed what was opposed t9 it. 

The coin annexed. No. 25, represents oa the 
obverse the emperor's bust, bare headed, ia his 
imperial robes, with the legend DomiNv9 
MAGNENTiVS Pbrpbt.uus Felix AVGus^ 
Tus. On the reverse is the large monogram of 
Christ, between a and lo, as in the preceding 
coin, with the legend SALVS DDoMJNOi^vif 
NNosTRQBUM AVGusTORUM £T CAESarum, 
alluding to Constantius and his brother Decen* 
tins, who were joiued^with him in the empire. 
In the exergue, Auoustoduni Moneta R, for 
ncuNoo anno regni. '^ The money of Antun 
in the 2d year." * 

* Medidtarbai is ratittr doabtftil of the MpaAoaidm of the 
letttn in the exmcgae, and nys» lorte Ambiani. I have vflBtumt 
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DECENTIUS. 

Decentius was the. brother of Magnentias^ 
and was created Caesar by him in the year 861, 
when he undertook to manage for him the go- 
vernment of Gaul. He was, however, expelled 
from thence by Chrodomarius, King of the 
Germans, and took refuge in the city of Triers. 
Being driven from this also, and finding hi^ 
brother's affairs growing desperate^ he, like him, 
put an end to his own existence, having enjoyed 
the dignity of Caesar for two years* 

Among the few coins which he stiuck, which 
have come down to us, the most remarkabte is 
the one which recognizes the doctrine of the 
Trinity. I give it here as another proof, if any 
was wanting, that it was then the received opi- 
nion of every part of the Roman empire. 

[n the annexed coin. No. 26, the emperor 
is represented in the obverse as in the former, 
bare-headed, in his robes, with the legend^ 
DoMiNvs DECENTIVS FORTis CAESar. 

On the reverse are the same monogram and le- 

« 

gend, accompanied by alpha and omega. In^ 
the exergue TReveris Signata, " coined at 
Triers." 

on. the above interpretation from its b«ng the place where he 
first assumed t^ purple, and probably the place where he first 

struck a coin 
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JULIAN THE APOSTATE* 

The sons of Constantine were succeeded by 
his nephew Flavins Claudius Julianuo, the son 
of Julius Constantius, half-brother to Constan- 
tine. He was born at Constantinople in 331, 
but having lost his father early, he was delivered 
by his uncle to Eusebius, of Nicomedia, to be 
educated in doctrines of Christianity, and with 
him he' passed his youth in a castle of Cappa- 
docia. Liberated f^om thence at an adtilt age, 
he afterwards associated with the philosophers 
of Asia, and soon abandoned the principles in 
which he had been educated.* When called 
to the empire by the death of Constantius, he 
openly deserted the cause of Christianity, and 
perpetuated the memory of his apostacy by 
abolishing the Christian emblems on the coins 
of the empire, and replacing not only the 
heathen emblems of former emperors, but 
adding sundry others, borrowed from Egyp- 
tian superstitions. Some of these coins re- 
present him as an Egyptian deity, and his 
.wife Helena as Isis, holding a sistrum, with 

* He had even taken orders in the Christian church, and 
read the Scriptures publicly to the people : conceiving that piety 
was his greatest ornament. — ^^'eg. Naz. p. 58. 

f3 
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the legend Isis Faria ; others display bulls, 
and dogs, and reptfles, and similar abomina- 
tiohs of Egyptian worship, " changing the 
glory of the incorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man^ and to birds, 
and four*footed beasts, and creeping things."* 
While sacrificing to one of his idols^ Mares, a 
venerable Bishop of Constantinople, blind with 
age, was led by the hand to the heathen altar, 
and there rebuked the emperor openly* for his 
abandonment of ChriM. '^ Will your Galilasan 

* £p. to the Romans, i. 2$. Tbe Homans fn the time of 
Ai^uitus do not seem to hate as yet tuiopted any Egyptaan godi. 
Virgil represents them as set in opposition to those of Rome^ and 
calls them monsters — " omnigenQmq : defim monstra," Mn* 
lib. iii. 698. ** monstrous deities of all kinds.'* Several indl- 
vidaals had atdiArenl dmes attempted to introduce this worship ; 
but in the 700 year of the dty, a decree was promulgated by the 
senate that the fanes of Isis and Osiris, which they had erected, 
shotdd be torn down, and the worship abolished ; and afterwards 
a decree was issued by Augustus, that the rites performed in 
the pomsrium should be inhibited. — Dion. Hist Rom. Ub. xL 43. 
Tiberius proceeded further; he ordered all the statues to be 
cast hito the Tyber, and the priests to be crucified. — ^Taeit, An. 
l.b» ii. Sueton : capw 36. In the days of St. Paul and Jutenal, 
however, their worship was introduced ; the gods to whom ado- 
ration was paid were cats, dogs, apes, oxen, beetles, onions* 
leeks, and othier vegetables, which occasioned the satirist to 
exclaim, 

Oh aanctaa gentes> ^bus hee Baecimtur in hortis 
NuBiiiiB. Set zv. 1. 10. 

" Oh saered people, whose gods grow in their gardens." 
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God/' aaid JuliaOi mockingly, '^ restore you 
your sight?'' — ** He has taken it from me in 
mercy,'' said Mares, '^ tbat I might pot see 
yoar apostacy." He was at length led into a^ 
expedition against the Persians, and being be- 
trayed by a guide whom he trusted, on the 
banks of die river Euphrates, be was attacked 
and mortally wounded with an arrow. Being 
removed to his tent from the field of batUe, 
covered wit^ blood, aod perceiving death ap- 
proaching, the horrors of his apostacy rushed 
upon his mind ; and throwing about his bloo^ 
in the agony of death, he exclaimed, as some 
amthors assert,* " VicisciGalilsee !'* — ^* thou hast 
conquered, O Galilaean!" and soon after ex- 
pired, in the year 363, aged 33, having reigned 
only one year and eight months. 

In the first annexed coin. No. 27, the ob- 
verse represents the bust of the emperor in his 
robes, his head bound by a diadem of peails, 
and having a long beard,t with this legend 

* This is the account of ChristiaQ writers ; that of tlie Pasan 
it very different 

f The coins of the lower empire are valuable for pieserving 
likenesses. In his ej(traordinary work, the Misopogon, he him- 
self describes this beard : avr$^ vpio'fdftKa riv fi^Svy rdurotfi 
v«y^cE^^<a0€orr«y aye/fiyiau rS» <p$€tpoi¥ uai:€p tv Xox/ea|2 tvv 
^^9, ** I have added this long beard, and I permit animals 
(fpBttpt^ pedicolorun} to run about in it like beasts in a thicket" 
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— DoMiNvs FLavivs CLavdivs JVLIANVS, 
Perpetws, Pius, AVGvstvs. On the re- 
verse is tbe Egyptian deity Jpis, who was 
worshipped under the form of a. bull,* sur- 
mounted with stars representing his divinity, 
with the legend SEC VRITAS REIPVBLICAE 
— " the Security of the Republic." In the 
exergue, CONStantinopoless Pecunia, ** the 
money of Constantinople." 
. In the second. No. 28, the obverse repre- 

The Abbe dc la Bleterie, who translated tbe work, says that 
his friends entreated — que je supprunasse lotalement I'idee que 
priesente id Julien ; but he very properly adds, — la deHcatesse 
francuse ira-t-elle Jusqu : au falsifier .les auteurs ? — Hist. ioVf 
torn. ii. P* 96. In some coins of Julian in my possession he is 
without a beard, which he did not cherish till he became ambi- 
tious of die reputation of a philosopher. 

* The Israelites first adopted this idol in their escape .ftfloa 
Egypt, carrying with them many of the abominations of the 
people ^with whom they had lived so long. F.xod. ch. xzxii. t. 4. 
They were frequently rebuked for it afterwards by the pro* 
phets, "changing their glory into the similitude of a calf, that 
eateth hay," P&alm cvi. 20. * The inhabitants of Antioch, at a 
subsequent period, reproached Julian for the same offence. They 
had received (as Theodoret says, lib. iii. c. 22.) their Christianity 
from the greatest apostles, Peter and Paul, and were proud of 
the distinction that in their city the followers of Jesus were first 
called Christians. They were indignant that Julian not only 
adopted the worship of this Egyptian animal, but that he com- 
memorated his folly, putUng it on his coin— t^ vofjJa-fJiart 

avTOV ^xuv ravpoy, Ze rh xoV/xoy aydsr6T^^0ai— <* ,He placed 
the bull upon his coin, and he overturned the univene." 
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sents the Egyptian deity Serapis, crowned with 
a modius or corn measure, and rays issuing 
from bis bead ; with the legend D£0 SARA-* 
PIDI— "to the God Sarapis/' On the re- 
verse is JnubUy whom the Egyptians wor- 
shipped under the form of a man with a dog's 
heady holding in his right hand a sistrum, and 
in his left a caduceus, the legend VOTA PVB- 
LICA— " the prayers of the public."* 

lOVlAN. 

The family of Cpnstantine terminated with 
Jtdian; and as the first had endeavoured to 
establish Christianity, so the last bad endear 
voored to extinguish it. His successor, ho\y-^ 
ever, immediately repaired the injuries he had 
inflicted. Jovianus was born in Pannonia, in 
881. He was with Julian's army at the time 

* The Egyptian deity Anubis is supposed to have been the 
sattie ^;s the Mercury, aad hence he is represented with the cadu- 
ceus, as before noted. Lucian, in derision, calls him KUVoxc^Xof 
" dog's head/' and Virgil, Latrator Anubis, " Anubis barkho^ 
Uke a dog." Gibbon praises the *' philosophic character" of 
Julian : to have rejected Christianity might have entitled him to 
the name of philosopher in the modern acceptation of the word ; 
but surely that man could not deserve it, who adopted in exchange 
the most base and revolting superstiti&ns tl at ever degraded the 
human mind. In the words of the hibtorian — 'O yko ^ 
fiartkEv^ vokt^ttrtbaifJMif .<rw€xSf B6wf vfici rot^ PoofMti rftf 
c%0X«y. Soc. Eccles. Hist lib. iii. c. 27.—'* For the king being 
exceedingly afraid of daemons, was constantly sacrificing on the 
altars of their idols." 
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of his defeat, aod after his death, with great 
prudence and snaDagetnent exlxicated il fcom 
itSi pilous situati(»i, for which occauon he 
was declared emperen*. As he had he^n 
educated in the principles of Christianity, he 
firmly adhered to its doctrines, and on hm 
niarch to return to Constantinople, displayed 
the Labarum,-*<*which Julian had laid aside 
and prohibited — made a public profession of his 
faith, and enforced it to his subjects ; allowing* 
however, a o^rtain toleration to those who fol- 
lowed heathen rites* excepting only such as 
practised magic* He then applied himself to 
repair the injuries Julian had infficted cfP reli* 
gioa, by rebuilding Christian churches, and r&- 
moiling from them the heathen idols of his 
predecessor. On the island of Corfu is .still 
standing one of the temples he erected, with 
a very perfect inscription on a tablet in the 
Irieze over the gate, which I copied, intimating 
what he had done :—« 

niCTl N eXUi N BACI/^l A N GMCO N MCNeOJNC YNCPIOON 
COIMAKAPt^IMeAONTON AICPONCKTICA NHON 
MffHNCUNTCMENHKAl BCOMOYCCiAAAAnAIAlfi 
XEPOCAnOYnMNHCIOBIANOC eANONANAKTl 

" I, Jovian, having powerful faith as the 
auxiliary of my attempu, have built this sacred 
temple to thee, blessed Ruler on high ! — over- 
turning the heathen altars and shrines of the 
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Greeks^ I present this offering to thee, O King ! 
with an unworthy hand."* 

The first coins he struck alluded to the same 
event, the re-establishment of Christianity. 

In the annexed coin» No. 29, the obverse 
represents the bust of the emperor in bis robet, 
his chest remarkably thick and clumsy, and his 
head bound with a diamond of pearls ; the 
legend, JOVIAN VS Perpbtws Felix AV- 
GvsTvs. The reverse represents the emperor 
in armour on horseback; before him is a sol- 
dier bearing the Labarum, surmounted by a 
cross, which the emperor is anxiously point- 
ing to, and following as his guide ; behind him 
IS an angelj, with an dlive branch in one hand, 
and in the other a crown, which she is stretch- 
ing to place on the bare head of the emperor. 
The legend, ADVENTVS AVGVSTI, « the 
Ji^ ceimng of Augustin,'^ in the exergue, ROMA, 
when it i^as coined. 

Nor was Jovian less distinguished for his 



* I luLve prefixed to this essay a view of the tompls as it 
stands at present. I cannot find a notice either of the temple or 
Ae inscription in any author I have consulted ; and I imagine 
tkey are now ftr the first time pubfished. They are cuiousi as 
Wing one of the earliest educes perhaps' erected expressly for 
Christian worship, and the only inscription extant which com- 
■aemorate fte circumstance. 
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zeal in re-establishing Christianity than for the 
opinion which he espoused concerning it. When 
he arrived at Antioch, he shewed his attach- 
ment to the orthodox faith^ by restoring all the 
churches to the adherents of the council of 
Nicaea, invited Athanasius to visit him there, 
and obtained from him a rule of faith to regu- 
late his belief. During his short reign he had 
biit little opportunity of striking that immense 
number and variety of coins which both his 
predecessors and successors have left behind 
them. The few, however, that have come down 
to us, are generally impressed with Christian 
emblems, and one contains the expression of hia 
belief in the doctrine of the Trinity; having 
the large monogram of Christ occupying the 
whole field of the reverse, with alpha and omega 
at each side. Jovian seems to have been the last 
who adopted this device and inscription. The 
point of doctrine was now nearly settled in the 
Christian church, the disputes to which it: had 
given rise, had ceased to agitate the public 
mind, and future emperors did not think it 
necessary to impress on their coins their con- 
viction of an article of faith which was no longer 
called in question. Jovian died at a small 
town near Nicaea, in the year 364, having 
reigned but eight months. He was found dead 
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ID fais bed| supposed to have been saifocated by 
the vapour of charcoal. 

In the annexed coin, No. 30, the obverse 
contains the head of the emperor, and legend 
as in the former — the reverse and legend as la 
that of Constantius.* 

GRATIANUS. 

Flavins Gratianus was the son of Valen- 
tianus, and his first wife, Severa, bom in 3&9. 
His early disposition was very good, and it was 
{HTcdicted of him that he would equal the best 
princes. Indeed it is creditable to his character,, 
that his immoderate love of hunting was ob- 
jected to him as a fault by a Pagan writer, as it 
is a presumption, he had no other which eouhi 
be made a subject of reproach. On the death 
of his father, his brother, Valentmianus, by a 
second marriage, was elected Augustus by the 

* Tbe coins of Jovian are curious, as preserving, like many 
of die lower empire, personid marks by which the man was dis* 
tiognished. He is described by Ammianus Marcellinus, as a 
tall dumsy man, who walked with a heavy, gait; incedebat 
antem, motu corporis gravi, vasta proceritate et ardua, lib. xxt» 
cap. 10. Cedrenus adds, that he was of such a size that none of 
the royal gannents would fit him ; t^v tc 'npf ^X<Kiay IvfA^xi^c 

«$ /«€$€ ly Ttfv fiaa-ihxiKMv tfAaTtuy affMCfiv avT^y lib. vi. 
The Abbe Bleterie affirms, that he was rouud-shouldered, and 
so depicted on his coins ; il avoit les epaules voutees, oomme on Ic 
voic suoi sur set medaiUes. — Hist, de Jot . p. 10. 
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army, a choice to which he acceded witbont 
opposition, though he was the elder ; bat be- 
cause the new Augustus was yet an infant, he 
managed for him the affairs of the west, with 
great prudence and valour, though himself a 
very young man. Here he had several eo?- 
counters with the barbarians of Germany, par- 
ticularly with a nation called the Senstioni, who 
crossed the Rhine into the fMovidce of Gaol, 
ijibad>ited and cultivated by the Romans : these 
9«arDDis of barbarians, crowding into the Romtti 
|errit(M'jies, and carrying with tb^m destruetioo 
^nd desolation, he totaQy defeated^ libe another 
Marius, and killed in one day SO^OOO. To 
l^e suarvivors he allotted lands,, aqd tbiight tbcf 
f/exce robbers to preler cultivating the arts of 
fieaee and agriculture,, to the stat^ of predatory 
war in which they had hitherto lived. As his 
presence,, however, was confined to the west, 
the eastern parts of the empire, under the 
infant minority of the emperor, was greatly dis- 
tiurbed, particularly Thrace, the region of the 
capital. Conscious, therefore, of his youth adfrf 
inexperience at the age of twenty to manage 
such weighty and embarrassing affairs, he sent 
for the celebrated Theodosius, who had alreadj 
acquired such reputation in Spain, and confided 
to his care the management of the eastern part 
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of the empire, about the year 379. From this 
time he devoted himself to the arts of peace, in 
framing excellent laws, and in extending the 
belief and practice of the doctrines and duties 
of Christianity. His conviction of the benefits 
derived to mankind from its promulgation and 
adoption, by the sovereigns of the virorld, he 
impressed on his coins, calling the time in which 
lie Kved, a new age, of which Christianity was 
the gloiy, and this was the first public recog- 
nition of it, as an epocha. While engaged in 
promoting these excellent objects, Maximus, 
who governed Britain, revolted; and having 
passed over into Gaul, seduced from their alle* 
giance many of the native states, and advance 
to Lutetia or Paris. Gratianxzs, now devoted 
to the arts of peace, was unprepared to meet 
this sudden attack, and was compelled to s^ek 
his safety by a precipitate retreat to Lugdtmum 
or Lyons. Here, abandoned by many of bis 
adherents, he was overtaken by his enemies, 
and assassinated by the perfidity of Andragethes 
in the year 384, in the 23th year of his age, 
having reigned from the death of his father, 
seven years and seven months. 

The annexed coin, No. 31, represents the 
Emperor in his robes having on his head a di- 
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adem of pearls, with the legend DoMinvs GRA- 
TIANVVS AGvsTO Genitvs AVGvstvs," Lord 
Gratian Augustus the Son of Augustus." On 
the obverse GLORIA NOVI SAECVLI, ^'The 
glory of anew age."* On the field OFficina IIL 
" Coined at the third mint." In the exergue 
CONsTANTiNOOFLE^s oBsiGNATA, Or, accord- 
ing to others, Civitatvm Orientis Negocia- 
TORVM B, for Secvndvm tribvtvm, " The 
second tribute of the merchants of the east. 

THEODOSIUS THE GREAT. 

From the reign of Jovian, Christianity was 
established as the accredited religion of the vast 
Roman empire, without any attempt made by 
a succeeding emperor to extinguish it, notwith-* 
standing efforts on the part of the people to re- 
yive heathenism. Theodosius was bom in Spain, 
in the year 346. He was appointed by Gratian 

* This coin has been like others, subject to a variety of con- 
jectures as to the reading an4 meaning of the legends, both of 
the obyerse and reverse. I have adopted that which seems to 
me most simple and suitable, agreeing with the conclusion of 
Jobert, that though, — on ne pent au temps de Gratien, trouver 
aucune raison de dire qu'on commence un nouveau Siede, par 
rapport a aucune autre Epoque ; on ne scauroit rien trouver pliis 
raisonabile, que de dire que c' est le commencement du Second 
Sie^e, anquel on a eu le bonheur d' avoir des Princes Chretiens; 
a qui r on peut frApper des medailles avec le nom de Jesus Christ 
— La Science des. Med. tomii. p. 324. 
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to avenge the death of Valens,'who had been 
slain by the Goths, and conducted himself with 
such prudence, that he was called to the impe- 
rial throne. Here he was a strenuous supporter 
of Christianity. He Issued many decrees 
against the Arian heresy, still professed, and 
established the orthodox faith in the Trinity, 
as decreed at the Council of Nicasa. Some 
attempts were made in his reign to revive 
the heathen superstitions at Rome anil in 
the proviiices, but he effectually prevented 
them* The senate at Rome, who still had a 
tendency to their ancient rites, requested that 
they might be permitted to re-erect the a tar to 
Victory, which had been removed; this he 
strictly prohibited, and about the same time he 
totally abolished in Egypt the worship of Se- 
rapis and other gods, issuing the memorable 
decree, that no one should presume in the Ro- 
man dominions ^'to worship an idol by sacri- 
fice." It was on this occasion that he sur- 
mounted the globe with a cross, as is seen on 
his coins. The globe had been a favourite 
emblem of the Roman emperors, some of whom 
surmounted it with the Roman eagle; some 
with the figure of Victory; and the family of 
CoDStantine. with a phoenix : but Theodosius 
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placed on it the cross, intimating the triamph 
of Christianity over the ivhole earth. The 
originator of this device has been a matter of 
dispute with Antiquarians. Du Cange affirm- 
ing, that Valentinian was the first who used 
it, and Bandurius, that a globe surmounted 
by a cross is to be found on a coin of Jovian. 
The coins alluded to, however, are said to be 
very rare, and are not mentioned by Medio- 
barbus, &c. If the device had been used before 
it seems to have been forgotten or neglected 
till Theodosius gave it currency and celebrity : 
on two gold coins of 6iffereaK sizes in my col- 
lection it is to be found, and I have not seen it 
on any earlier. Before the time of Theodosius 
a Victory surmounting a cross was universal ; 
after this time it disappeared, and the cross 
was always seen in its place. He seems there- 
fore to have first established the use of that 
emblem, which other Christian monarchs, as 
well tjs our own, bear at this day at their coro- 
nation. From this period heathen mythology 
sunk into general contempt, and forsaking the 
cities, where the inquisitive minds of cultivated 
men had detected and exposed its absurdities, 
it retired among the remote ' Pa^,' or villages, 
where it continued to linger a little longer, and 
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ils^ professors were denominated 'Pagani,** or 
^ Pagans/ and the superstition itself ' Paganism/ 
an appellation which it retains to this day. 
Theodosius divided his empire between his sons 
Arcadius and Honorius, giving to the former 
the East, of which Constantinople was the 
capital ; and to the latter the West, of which 
Rome was the capital. The Christian world 
was thus divided into two empires and two 
churches; the first distinction has been long 
since obliterated, but the second yet subsists.^ 
He died in 396, after a reign of sixteen years, 
having justly acquired the appellation of the 
Great. 

The annexed coin. No. 32, represents the 
emperor in armour, with a spear and shield: 
the legend, DomiNvs THEODOSIVS, Per- 
rETws, Felix, AVGvstvs. The reverse re- 
presents him in armour, holding in his right 
hand the Labarum, and in his left the globe, 
surmounted by a cross ; beside him is a 8tar,!|: 

• duod Religio Christiana in urbes recepta, Pagani gentiles 
ritus ^u retinuerunt. 

f The iepaiatioQ of the drarches did not entirely take place 
till 966y when Basilivs, by the influence of PhotiuSi completely 
effected it 

t The star waaplaeed on the coins of Jiilins Osesar in allusion 
t^ Ilia auyp Q i a d daBeent fiwn Vema, and it seems to have befn 
hence adppted by suceae^lQg epiperors. 
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with the legend, GLORia OR VIS for ORBIS 
TERRARvm— " the Glory of the earth/' In 
the exergue the letters TfiESsALONONiCifi OB- 
signata, " cx)ined at Thessalonica/' 

t 

JUSTINIAN. 

For two centuries nothing very memorable 
occurred in the eastern empire, nor did any of 
the emperors distinguish themselves till the 
reign of Justinian. Justinian was bom in 
.Thrace, and was raised to the imperial purple 
in 527, being 45 years old, though some of hb 
coins represent him as a younger man. He 
was of a very religious turn ; nevertheless he 
married Theodora, an actress of a very pro- 
fligate life, who gained great influence over 
him in persecutiag heretics. The laws of the 
empire were at this time in great confusion, and 
he engaged Trebonius, an emiaenc lawyer, to 
prepare a compilation of them ; then a digest 
or pandect ; and finally, institutes, - or an ele- 
mentary treatise. The Code, Pandects, and 
Institutes of Justinian, form the. great body of 
civil jurisprudence recognized at this day. He 
was also the first who introduced the silk irom 
Persia, and so it has passed into Europe. His 
piety was displayed on several occasions : lie 
re-edified many churches, and among the rest 
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th^ of SaActa 3opbia, as it. now exiafe^ at Con-* 
stantinople. He erecled a sta^tvie in the Aih 
gusleion^ to wbich be gave the globe and croes 
which otheiH had confin<ed to thejr coins:* he 
sqemed ajoibitious of distinction in minor points ;. 
he modified the form of the cross into that which 
still coi^ytinuesy in the pastern churchy to beip^cu- 
liarlj .called the Qreelf. cross^t and he bent 
down the tiara, so as to giye it tfaiQ shape of the 
mpdem crown sorg^AUnted by a cross> as used 
at present by Christian monarchs., These cir^ 
cumstanoes are commemorated on hi^ Qoini?. 

The annei^ed coin. No. 33, represents on 
the Qli>verse the emperor robed, his. head covered 
with a crossrbeariog ^rown of hi^ oew construe* 
tioD, and holding iipi hisr right hand the cross* 
bearing globe. The legend, in very rude cha- 
racters, DOMINVS JVSTINIANVS, Per- 

* This statue in the Augustdon Is thus described by two 
W9ten : xa2 rui /acv api^f^ %cij9ii (ptpfi cr^'i^y eytmiiityinoi 
Totl trravpw ev avT'n, " And in his left hand he holds a globe 
with 'a cross fixed on it."' Suidas Lexiton. art Uv^tytapo^, 
E%ef Be ^f f<^$ ^^f ^pftroq ovtc oe)^^ rvy oir^^v ot^y^ oKka 
irravpoq avr^ «ri tov iroXov evmcetrai* ** He holds in his hand 
neither sword nor spear, nor any other weapon but a cross stand- 
ing on a globe. — ^Procop : de iBdific : Justin, lib. t Ct 2; 

f In ^ the Xmodem Greek staodcirds^ I have-iseen> the- figure, 
of this cross was exactly preserved by the insurgents. It repre- 
sents the three crosses at the crudfixion ; that of Christ is' in the 
midtlie, thoM of the mal^urton at each side. 

G 
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FETws, Pivs, AvGVSTvs. On the reverse is the 
Greek cross, standing on a pedestal of steps^ 
The legend, rude and imperfect, VICTORiA 
AVGVSTi; in the exergue, CONstantino- 
polea;s OBsionata, " coined at Constanti- 
nople." 

One of the great and laudable labours of 
Justinian, was the reparation of such cities as 
had been destroyed either by the violence of 
the enemy or the convulsions of nature. The 
towns of Syria had suffered greatly in both 
ways, particularly Antioch. This city had 
been rendered famous in the early annals of 
Christianity, as the place where its doctrines 
met with the earliest reception, and its pro* 
fessors were first called Christians, and where 
St. Peter established the first Christian see. 
It was for these reasons held in high respect by 
the early Christians, and we have seen with 
what determination the inhabitants had dis- 
sented from, and exposed the apostacy of Julian. 
This city the pious Justinian took under his 
especial care. He turned the river Orontes, so 
as to bring it to the walls of the town: he 
paved the streets with immense blocks, so large^ 
that Procopius says, each of them was a burthen 
for a four horse cart^ he repaired the parts 
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that had been burnt : he re-edified the whole 
town after it had been shattered with an earth- 
quake : and he adorned it with two splendid 
temples, one to the Deipara, or the Virgin 
mother of God, and the other to the arch angel 
Michael.* Having done all this he changed 
the name from Antioch, by which it was known 
and recognized on the coins of all his pre- 
decessors, to 06oviroX<f " the city of God ;t" and 
to commemorate the fact, his coins of that cky 
are marked c H E H P ^ ^^^ ^ ^he practice was 
continued generally by his successor. He died 
in the year 565, in the 83d year of his age, 
worn out with cares and anxieties. 

The annexed coin. No. 34, represents on the 
obverse, the emperor with a crested crown, hold- 
ing in one hand a globe-bearing cross, and on 
the arm of the other a shield ; the legend as 
before. On the reverse are the letters ANNO 
XXXI, the year of his reign, and the Greek 
capital I, supposed by Jobert to stand for 10, 

* Prooopius de ^dif: Jostiniaai, Hb. ii. c. 10. Eyagr. H. E 
Kb. iT. c. 6. 

t Oc0w«Xi( t5? I« voTuif rjfri^ ej 'AvtioX**^ fMTot top 
aitafMif twofAoia-Bi^ avo Iw^iftayw* " Theopolis, a city of thfi 
east, which was so called by Justian, instead of Antioch, after the 
earthquake." — Steph : Byzant : de urbibus. v : OcovireXi^. 
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the number of small coins for which it was ex- 
changed. In the exergue is thet for SeowpXt^, 
the name he had conferred on Antipch. 

FOCAS. 

Flavius Focas was only a centurion. In 
the year 603 the Emperor Mauricius di^cted 
the army in the Autumn to pass the Inter, and 
take up their winter quarters on the other side ; 
th^y mutined at this order, and plapjed at their 
head Focas. Under him they marched on 
Constantinople, entered and took the city, sla4 
then elected their leader Empefor for his se^ 
vices. Mauricius, despairing of safety, fled 
across the Bosphorus to Chalcaedon, where he was 
seized with his children, and his whole family 
was put to death, by order of the new emperor, 
with the exception of one person. Chosroes, 
the Persian king, wishing to. avenge the dea.th 
of his friend Mauricius, totally defeated the 
Roman armies, and carried d,evastation i^to 
the eastern provinces. When their general, 
Narcetes, returned to Constantinople, he ordered 
him to be burned alive in the market-place. 
The army became now discontented at the pro- 
gress of the Persian war, and the Praetorian 
guard burst into open mutiny, setting fire to 
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the emperor's palace, opening, the prisons, and 
liberating the malefactors. But they were sub- 
dued ; many were beheaded, many were cast 
into the sea, and the rest were disbanded. A 
fresh insurrection, however, broke out at Alex- 
andria, where Heraclius commanded; and he 
having advanced from Africa, entered Con- 
stantinople, seized the person of the tyrant whom 
be immediately slew ; and having cut off his 
head, ordered it to be carried into the city, and 
his body to be burned in the cattle-market. He 
reigned seven years and seven months, leaving 
behind him a very atrocious character. His 
coins generally represent him as he was, a man 
of a truculent aspect, indicative of the unrelent- 
ing ferocity of his mind. Yet at the same time 
he was careful of minute observances, and they 
all exhibit some emblem of Christianity, in 
which, like Justinian, he seemed fond of dis- 
playing his piety. It had been the custom of 
the emperors preceding him, to bear in their 
Imnd a wand, flattened at the top, for a sceptre ; 
and this custom was very ancient among the 
Greeks. The sceptre was called ^apBriS, because 
it was made of the stem of a plant of that name, 
called by the Romans, Ferula ; and hence the 
emperors themselves were called Narthecophoroi. 
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There is an island named Oxia^ in the sea of 
Marmora^ at a short distance from Constan- 
tinople, where the Greek emperors had a palace 
and made it their summer residence* It is re- 
markable that this island abounds this day with 
this plants which supplied the sovereigns with 
sceptres^ nor is it to be found any where else that 
I know of, in the country about Contantinople. 
From the time of Theodosius^ this sceptre was 
usually superseded on the coins by a ball sur- 
mounted by a long cross ; but Focas was the 
first who substituted a cross, without a globe^ 
for his sceptre ; and this atrocious man seemed 
to have taken particular care to have emblems 
of Christianity displayed in every form about 
hb person. 

The annexed coin, No. 35, represents on 
the obverse the emperor with a full front in his 
robes; his head covered with a cross-bearing 
crown, and in his right hand his newly devised 
cross-bearing sceptre. The legend DomiNvs 
FOCAS PERpETvvs AVGvstvs. On the re- 
verse is an angel, holding in one hand a cross, 
surmounted with a P, the monogram of the 
emperor's name, which in Greek was always, 
and in Latin sometimes spelled with a PH ; in 
the other a cross-bearing globe. The legend, 
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with a mixture of Gothic letters, VICTORIA 
AVGUSti. In the exergue CONstantino- 
POLE^s OBsignata. 

JUSTINIAN RHINOMETUS. 

The introduction of images and pictures 
into the Grecian churches had now become 
very prevalent, and the emperors commemo- 
rated the practice by impressing similar ones 
an their coins. Justinianus, son of Constantinus 
Pogonatus^ was called to the imperial throne in 
685. He was a man of cruel and implacable 
character, and was attacked and taken prisoner 
by Leontius, who mutilated him by cutting off 
his nose, and from thence he was called Rhino- 
metus. He was afterwards overtaken by a storm 
at sea, and his confessor directed him to pray 
for and promise forgiveness to his enemies. Hb 
prayer was, " May I now perish if I spare one 
of them !" which determination he religiously 
kept when restored to the crown. He afiected, 
notwithstanding, much piety, and was the first 
to introduce upon his coins the image of om^ 
Saviour, copied, it should appear, from a brazen 
statue of him over one of the churches, which 
was afterwards the cause of much tumult. 
Justinian died in the year 711, leaving behind 
liim a very atrocious character. 
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In the annexed coin, No. 86, the obverse 
represents the bust of Christ, holding in his left 
hand the Gospel, or perhaps the Prophets, which 
he %eeins to be explaining by the pointed finger 
of his right hand ; his head is crowned with rays. 
The legend, with a mixture of Greek and Go- 
thic letter, JESUS CHRISTVS, REX REG- 
NANTIVM— " Jesus Christ, the King of 
kiags." On the reverse the emperor is repre- 
sented in barred vestments, his h^id surmounted 
with a common cross, and holding in his right 
haad the cross of Justinian. The legend. Do- 
MiNvs JVSTINIANVS SERVVS CHRISTI 
— *' Latd Justinian, servant of Christ." In the 
exergue COjNOB, as in the former. 

LEO AND CONSTANTINE. 

The excess of images and pictures, now in- 
troduced into the Christian churdi, excited in 
no small degree the concern of those who 
thought them inimical to pure worship^ and a 
violatioa of the commands of God; a refor- 
mation^ dierefore, commenced in the eastern 
churdi, similar to that which many centuries 
after took place in the western; which was 
weroily supported by the £mpeiX)r Leo. 

Leo IL called Isaurus, from the place of his 
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birth in Asia Minor, was originally named Conon ; 
but took the appellation of Leo when crowned 
emperor iA 717. He began his reformation by 
a^embling a council of bishops and senators, 
who both concurred with him in the propriety 
of removing all images, from the altars and 
sanctuaries of Christian churches. In this re- 
formation he was violently opposed by Gre- 
gory II. pc^e of Rome, who excited the Latin 
people to revolt against him, and influenced 
Germanus, the patriarch of Constantinople, to 
resist his authority. He exiled Germanus, and 
sent a fleet to reduce his revolted subjects in 
Italy ; but the fleet was lost in a storm in the 
Adriatic, and an earthquake at the same time 
devastated Constantiple : these two circum- 
stances were assigned by his opponents as ev^ 
dence of God's anger against him. A sect of 
Christians at this time started up, who were 
called leotioclasts or image-breakers. They 
eDtered the churches, and like Knox's reformers, 
and Cromwell's puritans, defaced or destroyed 
every image they met. The emperor and his 
ministers were supposed to favour these men, 
whose zeal often carried them beyond the bounds 
of discretion.* There stood over one of the 

* The number of images destroyed on this occasion is thus 
justly regretted by a Byzantine historian '"-^Evt Acovto^ rot/ 

f3 
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principal churches, an image of Christ, held in 
high respect by the people. Not content with 
destroying the images of saints, they tore down 
this also, as an idolatrous exhibition. The 
Latin writers, as may be supposed, were loud in 
their condemnation of this impiety. They as- 
serted that Leo had secret connection with the 
Arabs and Jews, and with an atrocious sect 
called Manichaeans, prevalent in the part of 
Asia Minor where he was born, and that he 
acted with a view to extirpate Christianity al- 
together. He, however, persevered in his refor- 
mation till his death, which happened in the 
year 741. 

He was succeeded by his son Constantine 
Copronymus, called so in derision, because, as 
the Latin writers assert, he defiled the font at 
his baptism, no vain omen of his impiety,* a 
token that he would pollute and defile the 
church hereafter. He persevered in the same 
course as his father had begun, till he had era- 
dicated the traces of superstition, and restored 

Icavpov 7coK>Jt 64afAara apxcCia. leaptKuB'^a'ay nut) ^^Mty- 
KTBiqa-av hie to vavreXuq othvyi^oif ocvtov — " Under Leo the 
Isaurian many ancient statues were destroyed, and disappeared 
through his extreme folly." The exceeding scarcity of sculptured 
remains of ancient art in Constantinople at the present day, is 
attributable as much to this cause as to the ravages of the Turks 

and Crusaders. 

■» 

* Haud yanum impietatig omea. 
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the worship of the church to its primitive purity 
and simplicity. That their object was not to 
abolish Christianity^ but to purify it, appears 
' from their inscriptions and coins. They erased 
all impressions of the Virgin, and even of our 
Saviour * as idolatrous ; but they retained every 
where the great sign of salvation, the cross. 

There stood till very lately in Constantinople, 
an inscription over the great gate of the palace 
called Chalces, strongly expressing their senti- 
ments on this subject, and indicating that their 
hostility was not directed against a sacred em- 
blem, but against the unworthy and degrading 
representation of the living God, by an idol of 
lifeless matter. Under a large cross sculptured 
over the entrance of the palace were the follow- 
ing words : — 

A*QNONEI A02 K AinNOHDESHPMENON 

XnrrONrPA^EXOAIMH^EPnNOAESnOTHJS 

TAHrEHPATAI2rPA*AI2nAT0TMENH. 

AEQNSTNTinTONEQKnNSTANTINO 

jTATPONXAPATTEITONTPISOABlONTTnON 

KATXHMAniSTONENnTAAIZANAKTOPQN 

* A coin with our Saviour's image, not having the name of 
any emperor, is attributed to him by Du Cange, but very properly 
rejected by Bandurius, as altogether inconsistent with his known 
character and conduct Another with a similar reverse, and 
^ving L^'s name on the obverse, is justly supposed by Pellerin, 
to belong to Leo VI., called the Sage. 
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The emperor cannot enclure that Christ 
should be sculptured^ a mute and lifeless image 
graven on earthly materials* But Leo and his 
son, young Constantine, have at their gates en- 
graved the thrice blessed representation of the 
cross, the glory of believing monarchs.'^ 

Copronymus died in the year 775. 

The annexed coin. No. 87, from which the 
image of Christ is excluded, and replaced by 
that of the reigning monarch, exhibits on the 
obverse> the emperor Leo ; his head covered 
with the crown of Justinian surmounted with a 
cross; His body is clothed in barred vestments^ 
and in his right hand he holds the Greek cross. 
The legend, in rude characters, Constantino 
LEON Pus Annos MVLtos — ^* to Constaii-^ 
tine and Leo the Pious, many years.* On thfe 
reverse are both Leo and his son Constant! ne, 
crowned and clothed as in the obverse, with 
a Greek legend, expressed in rude Latin letters, 
CONSTANTINOS Sun LEON O NEOS— 
" young Cohstantine with Leo." 

* Kh^U in his supplement to Vaillant explains this legend, 
and says it alludes to the destruction he meditated for the Catholic 
reiigionl In antica annos multos charactere harharo ei conpre- 
cantur cives et monetarii ; quibus votis ad perniciem quidem reli- 
gionis Catholics eventus satis commode respondit. — Sup : Vail - 
4to. p. 303. 
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JOHANNES ZEMISCES. 

The reformation in the Greek church con- 
tinued with various success for more than two 
centuries. Leo V. called Armenus, was so 
eager to effect it, that he is strongly reprobated 
by the Latin writers, who say — " he raged with 
every kind of atrocity against the sacred Ca- 
tholic images.'^ He was assassinated at the 
altar, with the cross in his hand. Michael 
Balbus, however, allowed, in 820, the worship 
of images to every man's conscience, but strictly 
prohibited their restoration in cbutcheis ; till at 
length Theodora, during the minority of her 
son Michael IIL replaced them — exhibiting, as 
the Latin historian say-— ^' a singular exam^ 
pie of a woman who restored the worship of 
images/'t 

The zeal of the reformers now abated, the 
constant reclamation of the clergy of the Latin 
church prevailed, and images were again gene- 
rally introduced. Johannes Zemisces slew the 
emperor Nicephoras Phocas in his palace, and 
was himself saluted emperor by his adherents, 

* In sacras imagines Catholicas omni atrocitate bacchatus est. 
t Singulare exemplum foemine quae sacrarum imaginnm 
culttts rettituit 
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in the year 969 ; bulf the patriarch refused to con- 
firm their choice till he had expiated his guilt. 
He therefore bestowed all his goods to feed 
the poor^ and performed other penances, when 
he was at length accepted of. Among other 
acts of piety recorded of him, is the restitution 
of the statue of the Virgin. He had defeated 
the Bulgarians, who had made an inroad into 
the territories of the empire, and found among 
their spoils a chariot, on which he placed an 
image of the Virgin of great reputed sanctity, 
and made with her a triumphal entry into the 
city. This he deposited with great solemnity 
in the principal church, where it was kept like 
that of Minerva, as the great palladium of the 
State. This image he has represented on his 
coins, and was the first who introduced the 
practice. He also restored the image of Christ, 
being the first who devoted both the obverse 
and reverse to his image and inscription. He 
died by poison in the year 976. 

The annexed coin. No. 38, exhibits on the 
obverse the image of our Saviour, with a book, 
his head circled with glory— -on each side is 
IC,XC, the Greek initials and termination of 
Jesus Christ; without a legend. The obverse 
represents the Virgin, her hands expanded, and 
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her head suirounded with £t nimbus,* with the 
letters MP, ©T Mijnjp ecov, ". the mother of. God." 
From this time till the destruction of the 
lower empire by the Turks, the coins that have 
been found are very irregular and imperfect; 
they either have no legend to designate to whom 
they belong, or they are wrapped up in an ob- 
scure and uncertain monogram, that at best is 
but a subject of mere conjecture; few coins 
of the great families of the Comneni and the 
Paleologi are to be found ; and oiie known to 
belong to the last Constantine, has not yet, I 
believe, been discovered.+ The image of the 
Virgin, still held her place on the coins, though 
a compromise was made with the churches, 
which continues at the present day. The 
Greeks, moreover, in their contests, succeeded 
in establishing many points of doctrine and dis^ 

* The nimbus or glory which now endrdes the heads of 
saints only, was in the lower empire a mark of regal distinction. 
It is seen round the heads of Constantinci Mauritius, Focas, and 
othets ; and appears to have been a modification of the rayed 
civwns of the Roman emperors. But from the time of Johannes 
2cmisces, and Justinian Rhinometus it was exclusively confined 
to Christ, the Virgin, St. Demetrius and other saints in the Greek 
chnrch, and so it has been adopted and continued in the Latin. 

f Du Cange exhibits a large medal of John Paleologus. He 
also gives a coin of Michael Paleologus, though no inscription 
saoetions the conjecture. Mionnet mentions one of Constantine 
Paleologus, but rejects it as spurious. 
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cipline, approximating to those which the Pro- 
testants adopted at the Reformation. They 
reject the infallibility of any individual in 
their church. They do not hold as canonical 
the Apochrycal books. They do not believe 
in an intermediate state, where sins are purged 
by fire or other means.* They use leavened 
bread formed into a loaf at the Eucharist.f 
They give the elements of both kinds to the 
laity. Their secular priests may be married 
men. J All statues or sculptured representations 
are excluded from their churches ; but theiif 
place is supplied by abundance of pictures, 
which are no less the objects of their respect 
and devotion. The Greeks, with their usual 
refinement, adhere to the letter of the law and 
reject all graven images ; but it seems a strange 
anomaly that those who profess to feel a horror 
at bowing to wood and stone, should kneel with- 
out scruple to paint and canvass. 

* Purgatory, or a place where sin is purged by fire, or other, 
means, was allowed by Origen, but condemned by the 2nd council 
of Constantinople. 

t The bread is not a common loaf, but made for the pi^rpose ; 
having on it the letters found on the coins ^ f leo-ouf Xpt^^of 
vi-ML^ '* Jesus Christ conquers." 

X They may be married when ordained, but cannot marry 
afterwards. ' 
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It niay not be iitelevant to conclude the ac- 
count of amulets by a brief notice of the opinions 
still entertained in the East on the same subject. 
A conviction of the prophylactic efficacy of cer- 
tain words or symbols^ in averting evil^ is still 
the universal notion entertained by every clasls 
I have met^ either Turks^ Jews^ or Christians. 
The former sell these charms publicly at their 
mosques, and I have caused to be purchased for 
me at the mosque of iSanta Sophia, several writ- 
ten amulets, composed of verses from the Koran 
and the 99 Epithets of Alia, accompanied. with 
an asstirance that whoever wore them were pro- 
tected against all the evils moral and physical 
tfalstein spiscified. 

Some of these evils are enumerated as follow, 
fottil \^hich I have obtained talismansor amulets. 
The malignity of demons, serpents, scorpions, 
aiid venemoils animals ; Fraud, calumny, sudden 
death, sword and lance; 77 tad 366 diseases. 
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Many of them are particulari2ed> such as the 
worm of hell (tape worm) colic^ head-ache, sore 
eyesy lumbago, any affections of the head, teeth, 
eyes, throat, neck, shoulders^ ears, breast, navel, 
belly, hands, and feet. One talisman promises 
to protect the wearer, if stones rained down from 
the sky ; another assures him it will cause his 
word to be always respected, and a third affirms 
that the angel Gabriel has promised Mahomet 
that the bearer of it shall enter Paradise looking 
in the face of two beautiful damsels, one on his 
right hand and the other on his left. But the 
€vil most dreaded, and the pregnant source of all 
the rest, is an evil eye. This is a superstition 
perhaps the earliest entertained in the world, and 
the most widely diffused, and which yet con- 
tinues in the- East in its fioll force, firmly fixed 
in the minds of every class and denomination of 
the people, who evince an extraordinary solici- 
tude to evade its effects, which are not confined 
to any particular injury, but extend to every 
misfortune which a man can sustain in his per- 
son, property, or destiny. One of these is very 
remarkable, and the Turks in particular are most 
anxious to avert it. When a wedding takes 
place they imagine that some person in the 
company may, by a glance of the eye, at once 
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destroy their connubial happiness, and stories of 
this kind are every day told and believed. One 
of the janissaries of the English palace commu- 
nicated to me a case of this kind which had just 
happened to his son-in-law, a fine young man, 
who lay under this influence but was afterwards 
restored by the efficacy of some charms made 
for him by a dervish. Imagination had probably 
a powerful effect in causing and curing the 
malady. To avert these and similar conse- 
quences various talismans, are devised: the most 
common is a little figure of blue beads or gl^sSy 
in various shapes, suspended to the thing to be 
protected. It is imagined that this conspicuous 
object will attract the first glance of the evil eye, 
and so its malignity will be expended on it. 

This is universally attached, not only to 
animate but inanimate objects. Horses and 
buffaloes, ships and houses, are equally guarded 
in this way. When a child is to be shielded from 
harm, amulets of blue china or glass in the form 
of a human hand are hung on the head. This 
is called Kef Marjam on the " hand of Mary,"* 

* There is a beautiful and fragrant shrub very common in all 
die banks of the rivers in the East — the Vitez Agnus Castus. 
The digitate leaves of this resembling a hand, the Turks also call 
Kef Maijam, and attribute to it the virtues of an amulet. 



140 ADDENDA. 

and supposed to be the Virgin's hand held over 
the infant; and it is generally used by the Arme- 
nians. But besides these and similar ones^ the 
Greeks have sculptured gems inscribed and used 
as those of the Gnostics, and differing only in 
the better influence under which they are sup- 
posed to act. One of these in my collection 
is cut on a cornelian^ to which the possessor at- 
tributed great virtue. It contains an inscription 
surmounted by a cross, and terminated by the 
date. The inscription is Despinoo Thanasi, the 
name of the person who is put under the pro- 
tection of the cross. Many Gnostic amulets bear 
the name of the person in a similar manner. 
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